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Chungking Threat 
Halted As Chinese 
Send Japs Reeling 


War Ministry Says Enemy 
Driven From Kweichow; 
Many Towns Refaken 


CHUNGKING, Dec. 10—Chinese 
troops have turned back the Japa- 
nese drive toward the vital Burma 
Road city of Kweiyang and Free 
China’s capital, Chungking, War 
Minister Gen. Chen Cheng an- 
nounced today, according to Reu- 
ter’s. 

The War Minister said the criti- 
cal period of the Kweichow cam- 
paign was over, The Chinese, it was 
reported, were winning their first 
major victory in south China for 
more than a year. 

Fresh Chinese troops thrown into 
the defense of Kweichow Province 
have repulsed the Nipponese, re- 
taken half a dozen important 
towns and tossed most of the 
enemy out of the province, Gen. 
Chen said. 

Instead of reeling backwards, 
Chinese forces are moving forward 
for the first time since the Nips 
began cutting south from the cen- 
tral Rice Bowl region around Heng- 
After retaking Tuhshan, 
Pachai, Hanho and Shihpanchai, 
all strategically-important little 
towns clustered near the border of 
Kweichow . Province, the ese 
were following a routed enemy 
southward. 

All of this news, however, 





from the Chinese Ministry. The | P°°P 


Japanese did not confirm or deny 
it. Gen. Chen qualified his an- 
nouncement by adding that the 
Chinese armies must be prepared 
to meet future offensives. He 
pointed out that the situation was 
still serious. 

He said the Japanese threw six 
divisions into the campaign 
Kwangsi Province, just south of 
Kweichow, their main drive through 


(Continued on page 8) 


Strongest Attack 
Launched By ELAS 


LONDON, Dec, 10 — Artillery 
thundered in the streets of Athens 
today as units of ELAS, Greek 
Army of Liberation, launched their 
strongest- attack yet in an attempt 
to drive into the center of the cap- 
ital from entrenched positions on 
Stadium Hill. 

Supported by 75 mm. guns cap- 
tured from the Germans during the 
occupation: mortars and machine 
guns, the Greek guerrilla troops at- 
tacked early this morning in the 
direction of the police barracks in 
eastern Athens after a night-long 
pitched artillery and machine gun 
battle. A BBC dispatch at nogn to- 
day said that the ELAS attack 
broke down in the face of heavy 
fire from British 25-pounders, 
Sherman tank artillery and heavy 
machine guns. 

A BBC dispatch tonight said that 
Royal Greek forces, supported by 
British tanks, dispersed an ELAS 
column in the eastern suburbs of 
the capital this afternoon. ELAS 
Positions were bombed for the first 
time today by British aircraft. 

Fierce fighting flared up under 
the light of the moon during the 
hisht and early this morning, when 
ELAS troops attacked in several 
districts of Athens. The main 
fighting, according to Reuter’s, 
centered on the Deudi Barracks, 
headquarters of the Royal Greek 
Mountain Brigade on the eastern 
edge of the city and in the south- 
Western working-class‘suburb which 
_ Strafed yesterday by Royal Air 

orce figh 
kept up a 
hours, 





ady fire for several 


a At the same time, a United Press 
Fraatch said today that some 
AS troops infiltrated into the 
Bardens of the old Royal Palace, 
(Continued on page 8) 
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U. S. Firm Producing 
Version Of "V.. 1” 


TOLEDO, Ohio, Dec. 10 — The 
American version of the German 
"V-1” buzz bomb is in production 
at the Willys Overland plant, ft 
was disclosed today, 

An experimental model of the 
German version was jet-propelled 
through the air 60 days after sal- 
vaged parts were flown from Eng- 
land, The location of the, testing 
grounds was not revealed nor was 
it disclosed when the use of the 
new weapon was planned. 


French, Soviet Pact 
Signed In. Kremlin 


MOSCOW, Dec. 10—The heads 
of the French and Soviet Govern- 
ments signed a treaty of alliance 
and mutual assistance in the Krem- 
lin at 4 AM today. Marshal Joseph 
Stalin and General Charles de 
Gaulle reached "complete unani- 
mity of views” in their talks lead- 
ing to the signing of the pact, a 
special communique announced. 

The terms of the treaty will be 
disclosed later, but it was believed 
that the pact, like the Anglo-Soviet 
agreement signed in 1942, was for 
20 years. London has welcomed the 











The communique follows: 

"The visit of General de Gaulle, 
head of the French Provisional 
Government and Georges Bidault, 
French Foreign Minister, was 
marked by numerous manifesta- 
tions of sympathy which link the 
le of France to the peoples of 
the Soviet Union and which were 
strengthened by the experiences 
suffered by both nations during 
the war. 

"The discussions were conducted 
on the Soviet side by Chairman of 
the Council of Peoples’ Commissars 
J. V. Stalin and Peoples’ Commissar 
for Foreign Affairs V. M. Molotov. 

”’They covered all problems con- 
cerned with the conduct of the war 
and the organization of the peace 
and particularly with the problem 
of Germany. . 

“The discussions disclosed com 
plete unanimity of views and a 
most sincere desire for close colla- 
boration. 

"Both Governments once again 
emphasized their determination to 
continue fighting until complete 
victory over Germany is achieved 
and their will to take jointly all 
necessary measures for the pro- 
tection of Europe from fresh ag- 
gression.” 

General de Gaulle and Bidault 
left Moscow after the signing of 
the document. There was a guard 
of honor at the railroad station, 
and the national anthems of the 
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Two Russian Armies 
Squeezing Budapest 





LONDON, Dec. 10—Two Soviet armies have Budapest three-quarters encircled today and 


threaten full encirclement in a matter of days or perhaps hours. 


Marshal Stalin, in an Order of the Day last night, confirmed that the 2nd Ukrainian Army 
under Marshal Rodion Malinovsky was on the move in force. Cracking through the defenses north 
and west of captured Hatvan, Malinovsky’s troops advanced 40 miles on a 75-mile front. 

This offensive took Vac, strategic city 16 miles north of Budapest, and reached the banks 


of the Danube River. 


The left wing of Malinovsky’s army group simultaneously crossed the Danube south of 
the capital, broke through the German defenses on the west bank of the river and made junction 





—¢#with Marshal Fedor Tolbukhin’s 


SOLDIERS AS REPLACEMENTS 





Replacement 


Depots Face 


Brushing Up In Theater 


(One of the most persistent gripes, according to the letters received 
by our Mail Call editor, has been the ’repple depples.” The Stars and 
Stripes assigned a reporter to cover the replacement depots. His 
series of six articles tells you what he has found and what steps have 
been taken to remedy the situation.) 

By Cpl. ED HOGAN 
Staff Correspondent 

The much-maligned replacement depot has dug itself out of 
the mud and an honest effort is being made to give a new mean- 
ing to ”’unassigned,” once a synonym for unhappy. 

Most GIs remember their association with the "repple depple” 
as the low point in their Army life and for good reason. It was 
not at all unusual to linger in one for many months awaiting 
assignment. Overcrowding was the rule rather than the excep- 





tion. Men were dumped together+ 


regardless of their arm or service 
or their military occupational 
specialty and everyone took the 
same training. 

Harried cadres worked long hours 
trying to bring some semblance or 
order into conditions which at best 
were near chaotic. The strain made 
many of them irritable and the 
irritation was passed on to the re- 
placement. 

As a result, the man moving into 
the theater, fresh from an outfit 
in which he was an integral part, 
became a confused and hurt ani- 
mal. He resented the depot; he 
resented the U. S. Army. 

But more dangerous than this re- 
sentment was the new attitude 
creeping into him: He was slowly 

g to feel resentment to- 
ward the country whose uniform he 
wore. 

The faults of the replacement 
system which fathered this attitude 
resulted m the development of 
a completely new operation at a 
time when combat requirements 
took precedence over everything 
else in the Army. Because there 
never was anything like it in the 
past of the U. S. Army from 
which valuable operational lessons 





(Continued on page 2) 
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Folks Hazy About War, 
Returning 34th Vets Say 





By Sgt. JACK FOISIE ; 
Staff Correspondent, 


WITH THE 5TH ARMY, Dec. 9 
(Delayed)—The first large group of 
34th Division infantrymen to go 
home on rotation have returned 
to their outfits and this is what 
they have to say: 

Home is wonderful and there was 
little change in ”’The States.” Pri- 
marily because the men had been 
away so long—the majority 32 
months or better—they had almost 
forgotten what the States were like 
before they left. 

“Their most bitter complaint was 
the home front’s lack of conception 
of war. Here they were, veterans of 
over 300 days of combat and yet 
even their own people were asking 
questions like these: What time do 
you stop fighting at night? But you 
© sleép in barracks most of the 
time, don’t you? Did you see Pat- 
ton? What is he like? When is the 
war going to end? You should know 
Private so and so, he’s in the Stn 
Army too. How many Japs (sic) 





did you kill? 


Their most pleasant surprise came 


for most of them when instead of 
getting only a month at home they 
received 45 days—the first 30 days 
for "recuperation and -rehabilita- 
tion”, then back te camp, then an- 
other 15 days furlough as such. The 
men had nothing but praise for 
their treatment at camps in the 
States 


On the question of the already 
reported stories of fighting between 
returning veterans and Italian 
prisoners of war service troops, the 
men of the 34th confirmed two 
fights both occurring shortly after 
they had gotten off the boat. One 
occurred at a PX at Camp Shanks, 
N. Y., which Italian PWs were 
allowed to patronize. According to 
eye witnesses the fight began when 

e 34th men, who had fought Ttai- 
ians in North Africa, and Italians 
captured in North Africa began to 
argue over their beer. There were 
at least several serious casualties, 
about evenly divided. 

The other fight occurred at Camp 


(Continued on page 2) 





American {st Army 
Begins New Drive 


SHAEF, Dec. 10—As 3rd Army 
forces met with stiffening resist- 
ance on their drive into the Saar 
Basin, American ist Army troops 
to the east of Aachen launched 
a new attack at dawn this morn- 
ing intended to clear the Nazis 
from the west bank of the lower 
Roer River. 

A number of small villages were 
occupied in the early stages of the 
attack which was carried out over 
ground covered with several inches 
of snow. 

Meanwhile, tanks and tank de- 
troyers were moved into the action 
east of the Saar River by the 3rd 
Army forces closing in on a great 
arc on the industrial city of Saar- 
brucken. Additional crossings of the 
Saar were made and elements of Lt. 
Gen. George S. Patton’s were 
within three miles of Saarbrucken 
from the west, four miles from the 
southeast and five miles from the 
south, 

At the northern end of the Saar 
arc, heavy fighting was going on 
inside the main defenses of the 
Siegfried Line and street fighting 
was in progress at- Dillingen, two 
miles to the north of the fortress 
town of Merzig 

Tactical aircraft were operating 
in close support of the ground for- 
ces now in action at eight bridge- 
heads across the Saar. The heavy 
guns of Allied artillery continued 
to blast away at Saarbrucken in 
conjunction with the planes. 

On the right flank of the 3rd 


(Continued on page 3) 


Men In 26-37 Group 
Again Subject To Draft 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 10—Selec- 
tive Service boards were directed 
yesterday to resume the draft of 
men between the ages of 26 and 37 
who are not essential to the war 
effort. |. 

James F. Byrnes, Director of War 
Mobilization, ex lain that the 
men will be used-to replace mem- 
bers of the armed forces released 
from military service to fill va- 
cancies in war industries. 

The drafting of men in the 26- 
37 age brackets had been discon- 
tinued "until further notice” since 
last March. 











3rd Ukrainian Army at Lake 
Velencsei, which is northtast of 
Lake Balaton. Advancing north 
along the west bank of the Danube, 
the Soviet forces took Ercsi, 11 
miles south of Budapest. 

The Germans and their Hun- 
garian puppets admitted that the 
situation was desperate. The Ger- 
man news agency announced that 
puppet premier Ferenc Szalasi and 
his government had moved to Sop- 
ron on the Austrian frontier, Fur- 
thermore, there were reports that 
this "government” expected to stay 
in Sopron only briefly, with Salz- 
burg in Austria as the next stop. 

Radio Budapest stopped broad- 
casting last night on its usual 
wavelength, Allied monitoring re- 











ports declared. Following the regu- 
lar news broadcast at 2020 hours, 
the Hungarian announcer said that 
Radio Budapest would transmit on 
another wavelength. It is believed 
that broadcasts will probably come 
over the Vienna radio. 

The German and Hungarian gar- 
rison defending Budapest have 
only two escape routes—roads to 
the west and northwest, and these 
were being threatened today. The 
Germans have been unable to hold 
on to the approaches to the city, 
even though they have rushed in 


(Continued on page 8) 


8th In Fierce Battle 
Near Faenza Limits 


ADVANCED ALLIED FORCE 
HEADQUARTERS, Dec. 10—Fierce 
fighting continued in the hills 
southwest of the Po Valley city of 
Faenza yesterday as two British 
columns converged on the city 
against powerful German resist- 
ance. 

The battle for the hotly-contested 
road junction city on Highway 
9 was fought in a driving rain as 
British troops relentlessly pushed 
ahead along the road from San 
Prospero, a little more than a mile 
southwest of Faenza. 

The Wehrmacht reacted quickly 
and launched a series of strong 
counterattacks during the day 
which drove the British back to 
within 500 yards of their original 
positions. 

To the northwest, midway be- 
tween San Prospero and Celle, 8th 
Army troops captured a point on 
the north side of the lateral Faenza. 
road against heavy infantry and 
tank opposition. 

Other British columns, moving 
on Celle from the south, took a 
road junction 800 yards south of 
the viilage, but were forced to 
withdraw to positions just south of 
the junction by strong enemy tank 
forces. To the southwest, two en- 
emy counterattacks on Pideura 
were repulsed during the day. 

The drive toward Faenza from 
the west has rolled up the right 


(Continued on page 2) 
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Way Said Cleared 
For Big 3 Meeting 





WASHINGTON, Dec. 10 (AP)—The Anglo-American clash” 
over Greek and Italian politics is regarded here as having cleared 
the air considerably for a meeting early next year of President 
Roosevelt, Prime Minister Churchill and Marshal Stalin. 

By action as well as words, it has put Washington on record 
more definitely than ever before as champion of the rights Of/Raboul. The verdict is expected to- 


small nations and weak peoples 


At the same time, it has indicated an increasing willingness 
here to take a direct hand in European politics in order to bring 
about conditions which Ameri- 
can officials believe will con- 


tribute to a more stable world. 


Officials here concede that 
when the United States told 
Britain that it objected to turning 
down on Count Carlo 
Sforza, the United States also as- 
sumed responsibility for a policy 


thumbs 


of non-intervention, 


The United States and Great 
achieved only 


Britain, however, 
partial agreement on political poli- 
cies in liberated Europe. 


AGREE ON NEED 


Lord Halifax, British Ambassa- 
dor, and Secretary of State Edward 
R. Stettinius in their conference 
agreed on the need of closest con- 
sultation between Washington and 
London on all future political as 
well as military questions involving 
the common interests of the two 
countries. 

While American diplomatic offi- 
cials described the Halifax-Stetti- 
nius conference as having "cleared 
the atmosphere.” {it is learned that 
the United States intends now, or 
whenever the opportunity arises, to 
drive home the point that the 
American policy favors letting the 
liberated peoples of Europe handle 
their own problems of government 
without outside influence. 

Tt is learned that the British 
Embassv, prior to Halifax’s call at 
the State Department, had regis- 
tered strong objections with Stet- 
tinius about the manner in which 
the American position was publicly 
stated last Tuesday. 


ON CONSULTATION 


A British spokesman admitted 
that the United States should have 
been consulted before the British 
spoke uv against the inclusion of 
Count Sforza in any Italian Gov- 
ernment. But he said that it is 
even more true that the British 
Government should-have been con- 
sulted before the State Department 
made its "hands off policy” dec- 
laration. 

The spokesman was told that the 
United States probably wouldn't 
have made any public declaration 
at all except for the fact that Eden’s 
statement in the House of Com- 
mons on Count Sforza. which was 
widely published, had brought 
heavy demands for a declaration of 
Washington's position. 














~ FRENCH, SOVIET 
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two nations were sung in the pres- 
ence of ambassadors and heads of 
diplomatic missions of the United 
Nations. 

De Gaulle, who was seen off by 
Molotov, declared: 

"I am sure that the days we have 
spent here will leave their mark 
in the history of this war, and I 
believe too that they will leave 
their mark in a peace for all good 
men. Long live Soviet Russia!” 

Molotov replied: 

"T hope that the treaty we have 
signed will be a splendid base for 
the development of Franco-Soviet 
relations and will be a new power- 
ful blow against the enemy.” 

The signing of the treaty ir the 
early hours of the morning followed 
a banquet given by Stalin, in honor 
of his guests. Reuter’s Moscow cor- 
respondent said it was "one of the 
best ever held in the Kremlin,” with 
Stalin in fine fettle, leading toast 
after toast. One of his toasts was 
to the Normandie Squadron, French 
airmen fighting in East Prussia. 

After the meal, the statesmen sa 
a@ new Soviet movie, "If War Comes 
Tomorrow” and a comic cartoon 
about Hitler. 





Generals’ Trial 


ROME, Dec. 10—The trial of Ric- 
cardo Pentimalli and Ettore Del 
Tetto, charged with not defending 
Naples against the Germans. will 

here on Dec. 14. Supplemen- 

vy proceedings were carried out 
mostlv in Naples at the request of 
the High Commissioner for the 
punishment of Fascist crimes. The 
trial was slateq for Oct. 23 but 
was delayed to allow for further 


to full political freedom. 


French Prosecutor 
Asks Death Verdict 


PARIS, Dec. 10—The death sen- 
tence for the twelve members of 
the "Gestapo gang” was demanded 
here yesterday by Public Prosecutor 


morrow. 
The court was hushed and there 
was not even the rustling of paper, 
Reuter’s said, itor 














Nazi Subs Improved, 
Allied Leaders Say 


LONDON, Dec. 10—The Ger- 
mans are manufacturing U-boats 
with new devices which enable 
them to remain submerged for 
long periods and to penetrate 
areas denied to them for the 
past three years, President Roose- 
velt and Prime Minister Church- 
ill disclosed in a joint statement 
issued today. 

The Germans have by no means 
abandoned the U-boat campaign, 
the announcement said. in noting 
the introduction of such new de- 
vices as an extensible air intake 
and exhaust. 

"Improved types of U-boats 
may at any time be thrown into 
the battle and the retention of 
our present cominand of the sea 
will undoubtedly call for un- 
remitting vigilance and hard 
fighting,” it was said. 








Franco Resianation 
Denied On All Sides 


PARIS, Dec. 10—Hieh political 
circles in Madrid and the Spanish 
Ambassador in Paris, Senor San- 
groniz, today denied reports that 
General Francisco Franco had re- 
signed Miguel Maura, conservative 
Spanish Republican leader’ to 
whom the original report of Fran- 
co’s resignation had been credited 
by Reuter’s, himself denied yes- 
terday that he had made any such 
definite statement. 
Nevertheless, it was considered 
significant in French diplomatic 
circles that the last telegrams re- 
ceived by the French Foreign Of- 
fice from their Madrid renvresenta- 
tive were dated Thursday. 
Reuter’s vesterday quoted Senor 
Maura to the effect that he had 
received confirmation of Frenco’s 
resignation. According to the Reut- 
er’s report. Maura said that when 
Franco failed to rally the support of 
certain Spanish generals in his ef- 
forts to form a new military gov- 
ernment, he resigned. 
Today, Maura told the United 
Press that he never said that he 
had received such confirmation 
"and anyone reporting that I said 
so misquoted me.” Maura stated 
that up to this morning, he had no 
further news of developments in 





”"Unconfirmed information I re- 
ceived indicated a serious political 
crisis in Spain,” Maura told UP. 
"The information first said that 
four members of Franco’s cabinet 
resigned and_ thereafter that 
Franco resigned himself. However, 
I had no confirmation thereof.” 

The Spanish Ambassador to 
France said that "the report that 
General Franco has resigned is ab- 
solutely false.” but Reuter’s stated 
that "informed quarters” in Paris 
strongly believe that whether or 
not the Spanish "Caudillo” had 
formally resigned, there could be 
no doubt that a grave political crisis 
existed in Spain. 4 








~ ITALIAN FRONT 
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flank of the German 10th Army 
and has hemmed in the city from 
three ‘sides. 

High winds and heavy rains con- 
tinued to hamper operations on the 
5th Army front yesterday. Local 
gains were again made by British 
and Indian troops on the right 
flank of the line. northeast of Ca- 
~ Valsenio and east of M. Pen- 
zola. 

In the central sector. fighting 
was reported east of the Reno River, 
13 miles southwest of Bologna. The 
Germans used white phosphorous 
grenades in a fire fight two miles 
north of Livergnano, on Highway 
65. and local hand to hand clashes 
took place farther west. 

Activity along the 5th and Cth 


gone home. 


organizations in Iowa and Min- 
nesota also sought to have the men 
kept in the States, they themselves 
did not participate in the discussion 
and were, in fact, pretty well in- 
formed in their own communities 


as the prosecu 
made his final charge to the jury 
in the closing stages of the trial. 
The accused sat with shoulders 
stooped and faces hidden behind 
the prisoners’ box. 
"Members of the jury,” the prose- 
cutor said. "It is your duty to weigh 
the of the defense, but if you 
are inclined to clemency after hear- 
ing counsel for the defense, rememi- 
ber that you represent here the 
dead and living martyrs of the re- 
sistance movement.” 
As the trial was ending, a grey- 
haired resistance leader made a 
dramatic call for justice. He was 
Francois Montford, stern looking 
industrialist. Pointing a scornful 
finger at Maurice Tate, a French- 
man who was once a member of his 
group, he cried, "In the name of 
my martyred comrades, I demand 
this man’s head.” 
Tate, one of the 12 defendants, 
was accused of having betrayed his 
comrades to the Gestapo for money. 
A little woman in mourning, Mme. 
Monneau, a telephone operator, 
nearly broke down when she told 
the judge how Tate had sold her 
boy, whom he had known since 
childhood. to the Gestapo. 
"The Germans themselves told 
me that,” she said. 
Her son in prison had smuggled 
out to her a message written on 
two pieces of cigarette paper, tell- 
ing her he had been betrayed by 
Tate. The accused declared he had 
never denounced anybody, adding, 
"Find my woman secretary and you 
will have the person responsible.” 
Josephine Branlard, 23. who was 
a cellmate of Genevieve de Gaulle. 
the general’s niece, testified she 
saw Germans strike Mlle. de Gaulle. 
General de Gaulle’s niece was 
handed over to the Germans . by 
Pierre Bony and Henri Lafont, two 
of the defendants, according to the 
accusations. 


Manuis Of Nazis Rother 
Allies In South France 


PARIS. Dec. 10—”Brown Ma- 
quis”—SS officers speaking fault- 
less French and intimately ac- 
quainted with the countryside—are 
now operating behind the Allied 
lines in southern France where 
they were left when the German 
armies retreated north. according 
to the Paris newspaper Franctireur. 
This well-armed and dangerous 
fifth column was said to be operat- 
ing in the regions near Avignon 
and Pertiue, where the population 
at night can see red signal lights 
rie in the sky, the newspaper 
said. 
Some of the "Brown Maauis” 
are Frenchmen or Fascist Italians. 
Most of them are former members 
of the Fascist Vichy police organ- 





For ‘Gestapo Gang’ 
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*Burned Our Bridges 
Jap Warlords Admit 


) have burned our 
bridges behind us and we cannot 
withdraw even a single step.” 
Tokyo communes: "A decisive 
being waged on 
e of the war in Asia 
depends for it decides whether or 
not we our sea routes to our 
southern regions. Ever since the 
engagements of Guadalcanal, the 
Pacific battle has tended to be 
more defensive than offensive on 
our side.” 


Bonomi's Cabinet 
Nears Completion 


ROME, Dec. 10—Consultations 
among Prime Minister Ivanoe Bon- 
omi and the four es that sup- 
continued tis morning, wiki pert 
continu mo n y 
leaders bargaining for the import- 
ant ministerial posts. 

It was e: ted that the new cab- 
rinet would completed late today, 
and then it will go to odore 
Ellery W. Stone. Chief mmis- 
sioner of the Allied ‘ 
The Commission will probably con- 
sult with the Allied Governments. 
The new cabinet may pe ready 
for announcement tomorrow. AS 
it stood today, according to in- 
formed circles, the vice premiers 
will be Palmiro Togliatti, head of 
the Communist Party, and Giulio 
Dirodine, Christian Democrat, who 
was Minister of War in the days 
before Mussolini came to power. 
Bonomi is expected to be Minister 
of Interior as well as Prime Minis- 
ter. Alcide de Gasperi, leader of the 
Christian Democrats. is believed in 
the lead for Foreign Minister. 

The Communists, it was said, 
will have at least three ministerial 
posts, including a newly created 
Department for German-occupied 
Italy. The Christian Democrats, 
Liberals and Labor Democrats are 


new cabinet. 

The Socialists, who are not repre- 
sented in the the Government, said 
that though they would oppose 
Bonomi, they would do so in a 
constructive spirit, giving full sup- 
port to all measures directed toward 
winning the war and the democrati- 
zation of Italy. 


De Gaulle Government 
Recognized | By Vatican 


VATICAN CITY, Dec. 10—The 
Provisional Government of the 
French Republic, headed by Gen- 
eral Charles De Gaulle has been 
recognized by the Vatican, it was 
announced here yesterday. 

Francois Guerin, who has been 
General De Gaulle’s yg me rep- 
resentative to the Vatican, becomes 
the official representative of the 








expected to have vital posts in the}by this la 


Yanks Behind Japs 
On Leyte Advance 
Despite Heavy Rain 


LEYTE, Philippines, Dec. 10— 
Japanese troops snarled in a six. 
mile area between the advanci 
American 77th and 7th Divisions 
in the rear of the main Japanese 
Yamashita Line in the Ormoe 
pocket on Leyte Island were get- 
ting some protection today from 
the weather as torrentia] rains 
hampered the Yanks. 

The Japanese were trapped when 
the 77th came in on the beaches 
about three miles south of Ormoc 
while the 7th was driving up the 
west coast from the south toward 
Ormoc: The number caught be. 
tween the American divisions has 
been variously estimated up to 25. 
000. ‘The Japs are believed to have 
from 40,000 to 50,000 men in all on 
Leyte Island, some of them garri- 
soning the Yamashita Line north 
of the town of Ormoc, key coasta} 
strongpoint remaining in Nippen 
hands. 

Pressure upon the Nips to the 
north of Ormoc was continuing 
strongly from the American 32nd 
and 24th Divisions, while the 96th 
was spearheading a push from the 


The landing of the 77th, veter- 
ans of Guam fighting, and the drive 
of the 7th threatened to remove 
the backdoor escape corridor for 
these Nips battling north of Ormoc. 
whose one avenue of escape would 
be south to Ormoc and then via 
a Dunkirk evacuation to one of 
the nearby islands. These Nips to 
the north, however, were grimly 
hanging on to a rugged ridge and, 
aided by rain, were holding the 
32nd and 24th, who have only 
inched ahead since taking Limon 
some weeks ago. 

Meanwhile, along the west coast, 
the 7th made about three miles and 
liberated the port of Albuera, seven 
miles south of Ormoc. The gain 
brought the division to within three 
miles of a junction with the right 
wing of the 77th. 

Describing the landing of the 
77th, an Associated Press corre- 
spondent said: "There is no doubt 
that the Japanese were bewildered 
test of General MacAr- 
thur’s moves. They abandoned 
their positions on the hill opposite 
us and began running toward the 
landing. Then, when the shells of 
the naval guns began showering 
them, they came running back in 
our direction, only to meet the full 
impact of the advancing 7th Di- 
vision. The last we saw of them 
they were taking to the wild moun- 
tain country.” 

Therer was still no indication, 
however, that the Japs were com- 
pletely whipped around Ormoc. 
Favored by the rains, they were 
digeing in to make a determined 

nd. . 





Kerr In London 


LONDON, Dec. 10—Sir Archi- 
bald Clark Kerr, British Ambassa- 
dor to Moscow, arrived in London 
yesterday from Russia. He flew in 
a York plane and his party in- 
cluded newly appointed British 








ized by the traitor Darnand, now 
in Germany. 


French Government pending his 
appointment as Ambassador. 


Minister to Cairo Shone. He will 
consult with the British cabinet. 


—, 

















HOME FOLK 











Kilmer, N. J., when American girls 
came onto the post reportedly to 
entertain Italian troops. There was 
name calling and a clash vetween 
the returned veterans and the 
Ttalians but heavy conflict was 
avoided by the arrival of MPs and 
reasoning officers. The 34th men 
were enroute to their trains home 
end they were persuaded to con- 
tinue. 

EXCHANGE OF LETTERS 
In regard to” the exchange of 
letters between Senator Guv Gil- 
lette, Democrat of Iowa, and Sec- 





sent back overseas as scheduled. 
these men involved said that the 
controversy occurred almost as they 
were headed back to the Port of 
Embarkation and while they were 
naturally interested in the outcome 
they were prepared to come back 
overseas, for that had been the 
arrangement under which they had 


The men sald that while civic 








Preliminary investigation. 


Armv sectors was confined to pa- 
trolling. . bun ® 


except in their own family circles 
Naturally the men said they would 





it was furlough or nothing, and 
then men said while they would 
retary of War Stimson over whether}have preferred rotation they felt 
the 34th men on rotation should he|lucky just to get home. 


the Mediterranean Theater were 
about the first men with oversees 
stripes to be seen in the States 
apparently, for the gold bars on 
their lower sleeves were the subject 
of great curiosity. Most people 
thought they were hash marks and 
expressed 
age of men so long in the Army. 


bars stood for everyone expressed 
surprise and said such words as 
"You'll never go overseas again. 
You’ve done your share’ and after 
a while I guess we began thinking 
maybe we wouldn’t. However, we 
had all signed a statement before 
going home that we understood the 


(Continued from page 1) 


not have objected to having re- 
mained in the States and some said 
thev even had hopes that through 
their pre-return physical they 
might be reclassified. 

Only a ”very few” of the some 
500 men failed to catch the boat 
returning to Italy, said the return- 
ing veterans. 

The men explained that back in 
July they had “had a chance to 
go home and we took it.” In that 
month at least they had no choice— 


They and other returnees from 


at the youthful 
"When we told them what the 


S$ STILL HAZY ABOUT WAR, VETS SAY 








terms of the furlough and so we 
were under no illusions,” said one 
returnee, and the same thought was 
exnressed by many others. 

The men of the 34th, one of the 
first divisions overseas from the 
States in this theater, said they 
were not amazed to find that few 
people in the States recognized 
their "Red Bull” insignia and some 
people confused it with the T patch 
of the 36th ”Texas” Division. 

However, there were some who 

it—German prisoners of 
war working as cook~ in the camp 
kitchens! 

BADGERS CONFUSED 

The returnees said also that the 
Combat Infantry Badge was often 
confused with the Expert Marks- 
manship Badge. si 
A running commentary on the 
home front reactions would include 
the following: The home front was 
remature in its vic‘ory plans, bag | 


every man overseas 
fighting man, there ignothing = 
an American girl (a few of 
men were married while home, £ 
few were divorced), there really 
A as 
States was “It’s a fine D : 
as they said in g through 





Rorffe "It’s a fine city.” 
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ie Of Jap, Yank 
pearl Harbor Ships 


Related By Nimitz 





RL HARBOR, Dec. 10 (ANS) 
six Nipponese aircraft car- 


yers 
wr iral Chester W. Nimitz dis- 


qm 


4 here yesterday in a 
th net of naval and civilian 


jp thomel employed at the great 
American Sea ‘ 
the Pacific Fleet Commander 


ed that the Kaga, Akagi, 
-y md Hiryu were sunk in the 
itie of Midway in June, 1942, 
mule the Shokuku "after ceaseless 
ant” Was sent to the bottom in 
we first battle of the Philippines 
, June of this year. 
Perhat left the Zuikaku, pride of 
he Japanese Navy,” Admiral Nim- 
iy continued. "She was more elu- 
sve than the rest. It took nearly 
‘ years to bring her to book. 
me war moved westward and was 
feck in the Philippines again. 
Pally on the 25th of October, our 
gird Fleet caught the Zuikaku 
northeast of Luzon Sea. It is three 
niles deep where she now lies on 


” 


the bottom .. . 
VANISHED GLORY 

Although he emphasized that the 
v.S. Navy has bagged other Jap 
urriers, these six “laid low the last 
host of Japanese glory stolen at 
Pearl Harbor.” 

Admiral Nimitz then spoke of 
nother ghost fleet—the American 


vy. 

Post of {his ghost fleet which 
wr enemy said was sunk or dam- 

d beyond hopes of repair today 

s haunting our enemy in a most 
m-chostlike fashion. 

"You remember the light cruiser 
telena. She survived Pearl Harbor 
io live and fight and die again. 

ou remember the light cruisers 
fonolulu and Raleigh. Their log of 
lattle actions since you sent them 
mt to sea again reads like a partial 
history of this Pacific War. 

"The destroyer Shaw, the mine 
hyer Oglala, the tender Curtis and 
the repair ship Vestal—each is back 
in action today. The destroyers 
(Cassin and Downes didn’t go back 
as whole ships. Their boilers, ma- 
thinery and some sections of their 
hulls were sent back to make a new 
Cassin and a new Downes. They 
carry on the fight today. 


IN MEMORIAM 

"The target ship Utah lies on the 
bottom of this harbor. Although 
the could be raised, I rather hope 
the may become a permanent 
monument to the day when our na- 
tonal will was reborn. The battle- 
tip Oklahoma was raised. Even 
the Arizona was not a total loss. 
She was cut up for scrap and the 
wmor of her sides has gone back 
hto the fight. 
"The battleship Nevada lay 
ached three years ago. Yet on 
ivasion day she bombarded the 
Normandy coast. That leaves five 
nore ghost ships to tell you about 
-the battleships Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, Tennessee, California 
ind West Virginia. 
"If you add to these five the 
lame of the Mississippi, you have 
the list of battleships that lined up 
across Suiago Straits on October 

and sent all elght Japanese 
"arships opposing them to the bot- 

in less than 15 minutes,” Ad- 
miral Nimitz concluded. 


Oficial Count Assures 
Donnell Missouri Win 















































JEFFERSON CITY, Dec. 10 
(ANS)—Goyv. Forrest ©. Donnell’s 
tection as the United States 
Snator from Missouri was made 
tficlally certain today as the Sec- 
Mary of State’s canvass showed 
him 1,977 votes ahead with only 
Nout 3,000 votes still to be can- 
"used. The incomplete canvass 
towed 777,554 votes for the Re- 
hr can governor and 775,577 votes 

his Democratic opponent, At- 
fmey General Roy McKittrick. 
: issing from the count were all 
“approximately 2,200 votes-in Car- 

county which mixed up its re- 
a So the Secretary of State 
“why call for new reports, 819 

htee ballots in Sullivan County 
~ a dispute has blocked the 
mise “tion of the count and a few 
hie, 2 Wright County which 
talons to report civilian absentee 





















How It Is 


CITY, Okla., Dec. 10 
)—Mrs. Norb Killams’ hus- 





» PONCA 







vie Yesetables are nil 
you're sure gonna feel funny 
tn “oe come down to the sta- 








which attacked Pearl Harbor 
lie at the bottom of the sea, 


(ANS 
hand with the army in India where] castra 
wrote his 











Noel Tells Winchell 
Sorry About Brooklyn 


NEW YORK, Dec. 10 (ANS)— 
Walter Winchell said in his Sun- 
day radio broadcast that Noel 
Coward.has sent him a cable 
apologizing for his slur on 
Brooklyn in his most recent 
book "Middle East Diary,” 

The cable said, in part: "I am 
deeply sorry that any offense 
was construed from my book, 
particularly by the people of 
Brooklyn, and I hope that my 
sincere and lifelong friendship 
for America, so often expressed, 
will be taken into consideration.” 








Nubbins Improves — 
After His Operation 


DENVER, Dec. 10 (ANS)—An ali- 
important operation to save the 
life of Forest "Nubbins” Hoffman 
was performed today at Mercy Hos- 
pital in Denver. After the opera- 
tion Dr. T. Leon -Howard, noted 
genito-urinary expert said "the op- 
eration was very satisfactory. I 
think Nubbins will be able to go 
home next week.” : 

Nubbins has been in Mercy Hos- 
pital, Denver since the night of 
Nov. 20—the night after a Christ- 
mas party at Cheyenne which at- 
tracted widespread attention and 
brought gifts valued at thousands 
of dollars from all parts of the na- 
tion. While at the hospital Nub- 
bins has be@A kept on a specia! diet 
to strengthen him for the opera- 
tion. Nubbins who weighed 35 
pounds a few weeks ago dropped 18 
pounds but picked up five of his 
lost pounds since his arrival from 
Cheyenne. 


Every nurse and doctor at the 
hospital was pulling or Nubbins 
to come through. He has become 
the hospital’s pet. 

Statistically speaking Nubbins’ 
chances to survive were listed at 
"one in five.” However, his ver- 
ents, Mr. and Mrs. Marshall Hoff- 
man now feel that Nubbins will re- 
turn to Cheyenne to live a good. 
long life "even if he won’t be strong 
enough to be a football player.” 
Previously his parents had been 
reconciled to the belief that Nub- 
bins would die before Dec. 25. 


4-Seated, 4,000 Dollar 
Plane Coming After War 


FARMINGDALE, L. I., Dec. 10 
(ANS)—A new amphibious plane, 
easy to operate and small enough 
to set down on a mountain lake 
or air strip only 250 yards long, 
will be available after the war for 
the guy who wants to take the fa- 
mily out for a Sunday airing. 
Officials of Republic Aviation 
Corp., said the plane, called Thun- 
derbolt Amphibian, would sell for 
less than 4,000 dollars. It will carry 
four passengers and sleep two com- 
fortably. Vacuum operated flaps 
will reduce the landing speed to 
about 50 miles an hour. 

Tt has a 175 horsepower engine, 
is all metal except for movable 
control surfaces, and has a cruis- 
ing speed of 105 miles an hour and 








WD Report Reveals 
AAF’s Role In War; 
KO 29,316 Planes 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 10 (ANS)— 
In three years of war, U. S. Army 
Air Forces have flown 1,566,329 
combat sorties, dropped 1,202,139 
tons of bombs on enemy targets 
and destroyed at least 29,316 Axis 
planes, the War Department dis- 
closed last night. 

The report showed that in aerial 
combat 22,894 enemy planes have 
been destroyed, 5,986 probably de- 
stroyed and 8,068 damaged, while 
6,422 have been destroyed, 667 
probably destroyed and 3,214 dam- 
aged on the ground. 

American losses were 13,491—less 
than half those suffered by the 
enemy — and include 8,297 shot 
down in combat, 270 destroyed on 
the ground and 4,942 knocked down 
by antiaircraft fire. ; 


BIG JAP LOSSES 


In the Pacific, the summary said 
the enemy had lost 1,310,000 tons 
of shipping sunk by Army Air Force 
operations. Figures on ships sunk 
in other theaters were not given. 
AAF personnel suffered approxi- 
mately 86,580 battle casualties, in- 
cluding dead, wounded, missing, 
prisoners and sick from Dec. 7, 1941 
to Oct. 31, 1944. 

Eighty-five percent of the bomb 
tonnage was dropped on Europe. 
Berlin received 13,717 tons and was 
the city hardest hit. Ploesti in Ru- 
mania and its oil refineries received 
13,098 tons. 

Other heavily bombed cities in 
order are: Munich, aircraft and 
chemical targets, 12,937 tons; 
Vienna, general war supplies and 
traffic center, 11,671; Merseberg, 
synthetic oil, 11,391; Cologne, gen- 
eral war industries and _ traffic, 
11,326 tons; Hamm, traffic, supply 
and power center, 10,105; Bruns- 
wick, Cassel, Hamburg, Ludwig- 
shaven, Kiel, Budapest, Frankfurt 
and Saarbrucken received 6,000 to 
more than 9,000 tons each. 

Eighth and 9th Air Forces based 
in Britain have dropped 599,601 
tons, and 12th and 15th Air Forces, 
paeed in the Mediterranean, 523,253 
ons. 





1,000,000 TONS 

Of tonnage dropped in the Medi- 
terranean and European theaters, 
heavy bombers accounted for 733,143 
tons; medium and light bombers, 
204,720 tons, and fighter bombers, 
84,991 tons. 

Approximately 21,630 German and 
Italian planes were destroyed in 
the air and on the ground since 
United States’ entry into the war 
compared with American losses of 
11,695, a ratio of about two to one. 
The record month for the Euro- 
pean theater was June of this year 
when 8th and 9th Air Forces 
dropped 85.648 tons. The record 
month for the two Mediterranean 
Air Forces was May, 1944, when 
46,075 tons were dropped. 

Of planes destroyed in the air 
and on the ground, 6,686 were 


Japanese. 
Mackerel 


SANTA MONICA, Calif., Dec. 10 
(ANS)—The rear end of a truck 
came open and the load slithered 
into the sun-baked and rain-swept 
California street. Part of the help- 
ers spent their time picking up 
produce and the others busied 
themselves scatting cats. Lost load: 





a range of 600 miles. 


mackerel. 





Stock Show 


Overweight Porker Sets 


Price Record 





CHICAGO, Dec. 10 (ANS)—Ray- 
mond Taylor, 17-year-old Hoosier 
Four-H Club boy whose pig was 
too big, sold the heavyweight 
champion porker today for 577.50 
dollars, an all-time record payoff 
of 1.75 a pound. 
Raymond’s debut in the bigtime 
competition was almost a heart- 
breaker because the entry, a Chester 
White pig named Prince, was eight 
pounds over the 300 limit, when 
weighed Sunday at the Chicago 
Market Fat Stock Show. The 
chubby youth walked the chubby 
hog up and down show building 
alleys for half a day until he got 
its weight down to 299 and today 
he was doubly repaid. The hog’s 
weight was ey 0 pounds at 
sale time and the 31 pounds picked 
up since Sunday were worth 54.25 
to Raymond. One dollar seventy- 
five a pound was an all time high 
for the d champion barrow of 
barrow is a 


”"Gosh,” ond exclaimed and 
was juss 


that about all he could 
say as father Leslie 
thum: 





meet me and I rush righ 
Ms you to grab a head of lettuce.” 








farm near Kentland, Ind. Ray- 
mond took away the 577 dollars 
and 50 cents in sale money, 30 dol- 
lars in prize money and to top off 
a big week, was invited to appear 
on the Quiz Kids 0 show Sun- 
day, for which he will receive a 
50 dollar war bond. Raymond said 
he would accept but didn’t know 
what he would say—”Gosh.” 


CHICAGO, Dec. 10 (ANS) — A 
stream of sales money swept aside 
numerous records as the Chicago 
Market Fat Stock Show ended yes- 
terday. William E. Ogilvie, assist- 
ant manager, estimated sales total 
would be upwards of 500,000 dollars 
with the total entry of 5,547 cattle, 
hogs and sheep. 

- The relatively larger prewar in- 
ternational livestock show sales 
totaled around 1,000,000 dollars 
with the entry of more than 12,000 
animals. Auctioneer Roy G. Johns- 
ton, Belton, Mo., sold 796 junior 
steers shown by farm boys and 
girls at a rate of about one a minute 
nearly all day and at a price aver- 


gross more 


LADY A LITTLE TIPSY 





When winds of gale lashed New York last week, the 50-foot 
cement and plaster replica of the Statue of Liberty, placed 
in Times Square as part of a 6th War Loan Drive display, 
began to sway ominously. Inasmuch as the statue was 
built in 38 sections, some weighing as much as 900 pounds, 
the usually jammed area was entirely roped off. Here, a 
fireman atop an extension ladder, fastens cables to the 
torch in ’Liberty’s Daughter’s” hand. 





WASHINGTON, Dec. 10—The fu- 
ture of the war’s largest sedition 
case which ended late last week in 
mistrial rested today with Attorney 
General Francis Biddle. 


Government Prosecutor O. John 
Rogge, who once vowed to prose- 
cute the case if it took forever said 
he "just didn’t know” what would 
happen now. Rogge said Biddle’s 
decision on the future of the case 
probably would not be announced 
immediately. 

"Only aé_§ fanatical prosecutor 
would start all over again this in- 
judicial, farcial and impossible 
trial,” Maximilian J. St. George, 
one of the defense attorneys, said. 
These courses were open to the 
Justice Department: Re-try the en- 
tire group: bring to trial only those 
considered the biggest; prosecute 
the deféndants in small groups; or 
forget about the whole thing. 
Meanwhile, the Associated Press 
released an interesting summary 
about the trial, which was the 
longest of its kind in American his- 
tory and set new records in legal 
statistics. 

The trial began stormily last 
April 17 with 28 men and two 
women accused of conspiring 
against the Government by distrib- 
uting Nazi-tinged writings de- 
signed to undermine the morale of 
the armed forces. The number of 
defendants was reduced to 26 by the 
death of one and the granting of 
severances to three others. The 
death of Chief Justice Edward C. 
Eicher, presiding judge, halted the 
trial on Nov. 30. 


VOLUMES AND VOLUMES 


The record of testimony, exhib- 
its, arguments and rulings had 
reached the monumental figure of 
almost 18,000 pages, or some 3,500,- 
000 words. It is estimated unof- 
ficially that only about 1,000 of 
these pages are devoted to actual 
testimony. Thus nearly 17,000 
pages record legal arguments and 
decisions. 
Justice Department attorneys es- 
timate that during more than seven 
months of proceedings lawyers for 
the defense voiced 70,000 objec- 
tions. In addition, the Govern- 
ment voiced objections on about 
2,000 occasions. Twenty-eight law- 
yers were listed in the record as 
counsel for the defense although 
only about 22 of these participated 
actively. Of these, 18 were ap- 
pointed by the court and thus 
served without fees. 

For the past two months the 
court was in session afternoons 
only, Mondays through Fridays, to 


permit the 18 lawyers to carry on 
their private 








boy’s back. 
The family has 125 hogs on their 


age ap oe 30 dollars a hun- 
dredwelght. would 
than ,000 dollars. 


practice. One de- 
fense attorney, Albert Dilling, was 





Sedition Mistrial Made 
American Legal History 


By Army News Service 


counsel for his divorced wife, Eliza- 
beth Dilling of Chicago. 

Six defense lawyers were cited 
for contempt of cotirt, some a num- 
ber of times, and were fined a total 


of more than 1,200 dollars. One 
was cited for contempt. James 
Laughlin of Washington, D. C., 


later was barred from the trial 
when he instituted impeachment 
proceedings against Justice Eicher. 
Another defense lawyer, Henry 
Klein, left the trial and returned 
to New York. Justice Eicher ruled 
him in contempt and eventually he 
was brought back. 

The Government introduced ap- 
proximately 1,100 exhibits. called 
40 witnesses. It is believed about 
150 additional Government wit- 
nesses were to be called and per- 
haps three to six more months 
would be required for their testi- 
mceny. 


ONE-THIRD IN JAIL 


Eight defendants have been kept 
in the district jail. Most of them 
are German nationals or natur- 
alized Americans of German birth, 
who were accused of associati 
with the German-American Bund. 
Several had sentences to serve on 
previous convictions. The other 16 
have been under bond. 

Defendants in jail have been 
Gerhard Wilhelm Munze, New 
York, red-bearded national Bund 
leader; August Klapprott, New 
York, hawk-nosed deputy Bund 
leader; Herman Max Schwinn. Los 
Angeles, west coast leader; Hans 
Diebel, Los Angeles, interned en- 
emy alien; Frank K. Ferenz, Los 
Angeles; George Sylvester Viereck, 
New York; Ellis O. Jones, Los An- 
geles, and William Dudley Pelley, 
Silver Shirt leader, brought here 
from Federal prison at Terre 
Haute, Ind., where he is serving a 
15 years’ sentence for sedition. 

The two women in the case were 
Mrs. Elizabeth Dilling of Chicago, ¢ 
author of "The Red Network” and 
Lois De Lafayette Washburn, de- 
scribed in the Department of Jus- 
tice release as "Alias TNT.” 


Brighter! 

NEW YORK, Dec. 10—America’s 
Statue of Liberty has been dark 
since December 7, 1941—but it will 
be relighted, brighter than ever, as 
a victory signal when Germany or 
Japan surrenders, the monument’s 
superintendent sald yesterday. 
"Miss Liberty” will be throwing 
out more light then because of a 
modernized lighting system now 
being installed in the 151-foot 
statue erected French and 
Americans in 1 
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Puptent 
Poets 














Mountains 


| Oh, beautiful mountains of Italy, 
| > = > You may have been nice to see 
” I ~—=> => From the eyes of an Italian shep- 


herd 





Short Hitch 
Deaf “Edi*or : 

I wonder why those discussing 
the question of postwar compul- 
sory military education have in- 
sisted upon the period of a year 
@s the required amount. I suggest 
a period of six to eight months, 
at the longest. This would more 
than give ample time for a long 
basic with plenty of maneuvers. 
It is true that all military com- 
manders as far back as Washing- 
ton have stated that one year was 
the gninimum time required for a 
complete training; however, no 
one would say that a man out of 
uniform a few years would be in 
touch with the latest equipment 
and tactics if the Army retains any 
semblance of the hoped-for vigor. 
If the Army falls into the same 

eacetime lethargy as it had, the 
raining will be useless anyway. 

A medium sized but excellent 
standing Army is necessary, both 
for training draftees, and as the 
initial force in case of a sudden 
war. Measures providing for this 
force should be the first considera- 
tion on a future military bill. 

—Pvt. Nathaniel Cartmell 





Dear Capt. Mays 


Dear Editor: 

Just a few lines in answer to 
Capt. Martin M. May’s letter in 
The Stars and Stripes, Nov. 10th, 
in which he maintains that ‘the 
medics are among the unrecog- 
nized and forgotten men of this 
war. Forgotten by whom, captain? 
I believe you can be assured they 
are not forgotten by any of the 
outfits which have had _ contact 
with the enemy. They know that if 
anything goes wrong, there’s al- 
ways a medical corpsman around 
to aid. If there just doesn’t hap- 
pen to be one on the spot, there 
will be one as soon as possible. I 
believe that if you were to put your 
doubts before us men, you would 
get an unanimous answer of rec- 
oenition of the job the medics are 
doing. Just remember that the 
guys you help are not handing out 
the medals. If they were, there 
wonld probably be a helluva lot of 
medics going around with heavy 


chests. 
—Pfc. Thomas Selesky 


The Neighbor, Etc. 


Dear Editor: 

With a little good will among 
civilized nations, the practice of 
compulsory military service could 
be suppressed by common agree- 


ment. 
—Pvt. P. S. Barrett 





Hats Off 


Dear Editor: 

Last night, we saw a commen- 
dable performance of "Room Serv- 
ice,” a play produced and pre- 
sented by Special Services, NATO- 
USA. Male parts were handled by 


girls. The whole setup came as 
a pleasant surprise to us. 
Part of the surprise resulted 
from the paucity of publicity. The 
show moved in "on cat’s paws.” 
Since it was a GI show, no one ex- 
pected much. Because it was a 
GI show, we had none of the 
wonted awe and respect for the 
professional ability of the cast. But 
in spite of these psychological ob- 
stacles. and from a strictly objec- 
tive point of view, the production 
was an eminent success. 
All of which brings us to the 
point of this letter. Why aren’t 
there more shows of this type? 
The average soldier likes plays. 
This is especially true because of 
the monotonous pattern of the run- 
of-the-mine USO shows that are 
thrown at us. Granted that these 
two types of entertainment are 
under separate control, yet can’t 
something be done to get more 
such play units to entertain us? 
We are in no position to pass 
judgment on whether an increase 
in Army theatrical productions is 
possible. If it is, though, then there 
is no excuse for delaying it any 
longer. There are enough talented 
soldiers who are willing to per- 
form and there are anxious sol- 
dier audiences willing to receive 
their performances. 
Hats off to the Entertainment 
Branch of Special Services, NAT- 
OUSA, and to the GIs and girls 
who did such a fine job on "Room 
Service,” "Boy Meets Girl,” "The 
Male Animal” and others. 
—Cpl. Bernard Zerden 
—S-Set. Fonert Heilman 





Letters To America 


Dear Editor: 

There is an Italian working here 
on the base who has a cousin, a 
prisoner of war in America. He 
has received a letter from him and 
desires to know what the regula- 
tions are covering the posting of 
letters to prisoners of war in Amer- 
ica. I have been unable to find 
anyone who knows the correct 
procedure. Could you give us_this 


information? 
—Segt. William A. Cox 


No letters can be written to POWs 
through APS; however, letters can 
be posted through civilian post- 
offices, if complete return address 
is given and the letter passes ctv- 
ilian censorship. —Editor 

















STAGE 


ENSA’s Argentina Theater, Largo 
Argentina. "It’s All Yours.” Curtain 
at 7:30 PM. Tuesday: Opera, 250 free 
seats to forces, 3:15 PM. 


SCREEN 


ARC movie house— Barberini, Piazza 
Barberini. Four shows daily: 3:00, 5:00, 
7:00, 9:00 PM. "Henry Aldrich’s Little 
Secret.” Officers’ show Tuesday, 
9:00 PM. 

Tickets for British soldiers may 
be obtained at the information desk, 
Alexander Club, Via Venti Set- 
tembre. 


ENSA Supercinema—Via Nazionale 
and Via Agostino Depretis. Sunday 
to. Wednesday: "Christmas Holiday,” 
wDeanna Durbin. Beginning Thurs- 

ay, "Springtime In The Rockies,” 
with Betty Grable. Continuous from 


2:00 PM. Last show at 8:00 PM. 
OPERA 
Tuesday: "Madame Butterfly.” 


Royal Opera House, 5:30 PM. 
CLUBS 

Visit the ARC EM Club. Casino 
delle Rose. Conducted tours at 9:00 
AM and 2:00 PM plus daily activities 
Snack bar open 9:00 AM to 8:00 PM 

8:30 PM—Movie. 

ARC Officers’ Club—Hotel Barber- 
ini, Piazza Barberini. 


- WHEN IN ROME 


Today 











Ristorante Roma, 35 Piazza Poll. 

Ristorante San Carlo, 120 Corso 
Umberto. 

Ristorante Castaldi for GIs on day 
leave, 15 Via Nazareno. 

Ristorante Amedeo, 17-19 Via Fabio 
Massimo. 

Restaurant Del Gambero, 11-17 Via 
Del Gambero for day leave EM. 

Restaurant for American officers, 
nurses and uniformed guests; open 7 
Via Parma 

Air Forces Rest Camp Restaurant— 
Largo Teatro Valle, 11:30 AM to 3:00 
PM, and 4:00 PM to 6:30 PM. 

Nirvanetta Supper Club. Dinner at 
7:30 PM. Cabaret and Bar. Allied 
officers. Largo Tritone. 


CURFEW 


All civilian and Allied personnel 
curfew at midnight, 





Radio Program 
AMERICAN EXPEDITIONARY 
STATION ROME 


695 K 432 M 
Monday, Dec. 11 


TODAY’S HIGHLIGHTS 
1730—California Melodies 


1830—GI Journal 
1930—Duffy’s Tavern 





Tours at 9:00 AM and 2:06 PM. 
RESTAURANTS 


GI restaurants open 10:30 AM to 
1:30 PM; 4:30 to 7:30 PM Beat 
the black market—eat at “Home.” 


2100—Dinah Shore 
2130—-NBC Symphony 

News: 6:30, 12:30, 2:00, 3:00, 4:30, 6:00, 
7:00, 11:00. 


But not to us—the Infantry. 


sheep 
bs eee Rvp your on corse. 
unching on green clumps of grass 
Disregarding sun or rain. 


Since then many things have 
changed 


GIs and the female parts by USO | No longer may one roam, 


3 4 a good things have turned to 


Now war is at your home. 


hardship 
The doughboy aches with pain, 
They say there’s beauty in the 
mountains 
But we prefer the plains. 


Just keep your faith—oh, shepherds 
For you have long well seen, 


toe 
Of the enemy has been cleaned. 


It won't be long when once again 
You'll tend your flock of sheep, 
Return again on mountain tops 
To dwell your lives in peace. 


We cannot say that beauty lies, 
Not even then—when victory’s ours, 
We won't forget our buddies there 
Who lie beneath the flowers. 
—Pvt. Camomilli 


Tell Me, Pop 


"Tell me, papa, how was life 
When you were young. and had no 
wife?” 

“Listen son, it was rife— 
‘Twas rife, twas rife. 


Rife with horses, bookies, phones, 


Red dog, poker, blackjack, bones; 
Whiskey, cognac, vino,: hops, 
Taverns, poolrooms, 
shops. 


three - ball 








Listen, sonny, I had fun 

Until I turned twenty-one. 

Then a maid with dimpled knees, 
With kisses like an April breeze, 
With ankles formed to smite the 


eyes, 
With hair aflame like sunset skies, 
Slyly stole away my life, 

Made me take her for my wife, 
My wife, my wife—!” 

—Lt. S. Weinstein 


When I was young, I dreamed of 
many things, 

The world was mine, my power was 
supreme, 

But years have passed, and now 
I’m not so bold. 


A knight in shining armor riding 

forth, 

Unconquered, smiting foes with 

sword and flame; 

Redressing wrengs with courage in 

my soul, 

Sc pure in heart that glorious was 

my name. 

I don't remember when the picture 

changed; 

Not suddenly, but through the 
passing years; 

At a the knight in armor stood 


revealed, — 
A hollow shell of blasted hopes 
and fears. 


Long Enough 


Trembling in his dusty boots. 
Hiding in big league pastures 
Dodging such t as recruits. 


In fence corners long enough. 
Bring him out and try his measure 


There were times when flocks of 


We fought through months of | 


Each mountain from the southern | 


The World Was Mine}: 


—Pvt. E. A. Gold | office. 
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"That's funny. He’s gonna pick us up, an’ there ain’t no newspaper 


around.” 4 





Steps Into ‘ 


; 7 
The decisions he will be called 
upon to make within the next few 
months may earn a place fer Ed- 
ward R. Stettinius, Jr., as one of 
the great statesmen of the world. 
At 44 years of age, the prema- 
turely white-haired former chair- 
man of the U. S. Steel Corp. has 
stepped into one of the hottest jobs 
in the world——Secretary of State of 
the United States. The second 
youngest man in the history of the 
country to hold the post, he takes 
over under Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
the administration of foreign pol- 
icy at a time when great decisions 
are in the offing—decisions that 
will affect the lives and liberties of 
people for generations to come. 
The promotion of the "White- 
Haired Boy” from Undersecretary, 
a nickname variously attributed to 
the color of his hair and his sen- 
sationally rapid progress in the 
business world, has been inter- 
preted by commentators as indica- 
tive that the foreign policy prac- 


Roosevelt during the first three 
terms of the Roosevelt Administra- 
tion will be continued. 

They point out that Mr. Stettin- 
ius served as Undersecretary to Mr. 
Hull for more than a year, having 
been appointed to succeed Sumner 
Welles who resigned in Sept., 1943. 
They note, too, that the promotion 
comes after the conclusion of the 
Dumbarton Oaks conferences over 
which Mr. Stettinius presided and 
at which an auspicious start was 
made toward the establishment of 
= international security organiza- 

n. 


VERY UNLIKE HULL 


Mr. Stettinius has brought to the 
Secretaryship a background far dif- 
ferent than his distinguished pred- 
ecessor Mr. Hull. 

A former vice president of the 
General Motors Company, an ex- 
chairman of the board of U. S. Steel, 
son of a one-time partner of the 
famous banking House of Morgan, 
he takes.cover over the senior cab- 
inet spot as a business executive 
rather than as a legislator. 

One of the advantages enjoyed 
by Mr. Hull as Secretary of State 


gressman and U. S. Senator prior 
to entering the Cabinet. The per- 
sonal friendships he had developed 
during his legislative career con- 


Mr. Stettinius has had no such 
Congressional experience. Yet his 
dealings with the House and Sen- 


the out- 





If ‘tis of the genuine stuff. 





On the air from 6:30 AM-11:30 PM. 


—T-Sgt. Charles Herb 


retary. 


ticed by Cordell Hull and President / the 


tributed greatly to his maintenance} State Department. By 
of excellent relationships with the] tinius had become a vice wales 


Con: himself and was placed in 
eee Sees Seay Se of industrial and public relations 


New Secretary Of State 


Hot’ Position 


fore delegations attending the 
Dumbarton Oaks Conference to a 
tour of New York City nights clubs 
and theaters one weekend and, of 
course, took them backstage at Ra- 
dio City Music Hall to meet the 
Rockettes 

Mr. Stettinius, or ”Stet” as he is 
called by his intimates, turned to 
the rather austere chairman of the 
British delegation, Sir Alexander 
Cadogan, Permanent Undersecre- 
tary of the British Foreign Office, 
and said (or so the tale goes): 
“Now, Alex, why don’t you tell these 
girls something about what we're 
trying to do?” 

One of the most severe critics of 
Mr. Stettinius admits that he has 
made a practice of picking good as- 
sistants and then relying on their 
judgment and decisions. 

REASON FOR CRITICISM 

Most of the criticism directed at 
the new State Department head 
concerns forecasts in _ pre-Pearl 
Harbor days about the adequacy of 
existing American facilities to meet 
demands of the national de- 
fense program. At the same time, 
most of the critics concede that as 
an administrator, Mr. Stettinius 
has done a good job. 

He gave up a 100,000-dollar a year 
position as chairman of U. S. Steel 
in 1939 to become a dollar a year 
man as chairman of the President's 
War Resources Board. He served 
on the National Advisory Commis- 
sion and as director of priorities in 
the Office of Production Manage- 
ment. He came to the State De- 
partment from Lend-Lease which 
he organized and got rolling as ad- 
ministrator. 

Ed Stettinius got his start in the 
business world at the University of 
Virginia. As a boy he had wanted 
to a preacher and at college he 
sought to help his fellow students 
through the operation of an em- 
ployment bureau. He made such 
a success of the project that his 
work came to the attention of 
General Motors talent scout. When 
young Stettinius returned from & 
trip to Europe in 1924 he went to 
work for General Motors as & 
stock room attendant at the Hyatt 
Roller Bearing Works at 44 cents 
an hour instead of returning 





was that he had served as a Con- |COllege. 


He moved ahead rapidly. within 
three years he was assistant, '@ 
John Lee Pratt, a vice presiden 


and now a special consultant at the 
By 1931, Stet- 


is first 
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of Washington. politics in t 
days of the NERA when he served 
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with the New Deal. 
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—Sgt. DON WIL 
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SOLDIER AS A MIDWIFE 





Vee wav cs 2 medic Never runs accucuing wo ine books. So winen T-5 George H. McKenney of 


Atlanta, Ga., found it necessary te take time out from looking after his bu 
company to deliver a little bambino for an Italian woman near the front lin 


ies in a cannon 
he took it more 


or less in stride. For McKenney, a mortician in civilian life, this was delivery number one as 
an Army medic. ’Not quite in my line,’ said the GI after his two-hour job. But everything 
turned out fine, and the baby’s name? George, of course. (Photo by Bull, Army Pictorial Service) 





Civil Air Conference 
Said Notable Victory 


CHICAGO, Dec, 10 (ANS) — The 
five weeks long civil aviation con- 
ference adjourned late last week 
having achieved what its president 
and United States Chairman Adolf 
A. Berle termed a "notable victory 
for civilization” by outlawing secret 
diplomacy and monopolistic privi- 
lege in the air. 

As one of its last acts before ad- 
journment the conference voted to 
offer India a seat on the interim 
air council in place of Cuba. The 
move came efter Norway had of- 
fered to relinquish its place on the 
21-nation council to India. 

The Norwegian Ambassador said 
be did not think it right. nat India, 
a nation of 400,000,000 people, 
should be excluded from the council 
which was set up by the air con- 
ference to guide world’s aviation, 


MOSCOW, Dec. 10—France and 
the Soviet Union bestowed high 
honors today on French and Rus- 
sian airmen whose comradeship in 
arms have wrought havoc in the 
Luftwaffe in two years of fighting 
on the eastern front. 

The Associated Press reported 
that General Charles de Gaulle, 
in a ceremony held in the grand 
salon of the French Embassy, pre- 
sented decorations to 11 Soviet of- 
ficers and 43 members of the 
Normandie squadron, French air- 
men who have been fighting most 
recently over East Prussia. 

The Russian ceremony was held 
at Red Air Force staff headquarters 
in the presence of General Alphonse 
Pierre Juin, French chief of staff, 
and Lt. Gen. Ernest Petit, chief of 





until a permanent organization is 
formed. 


the French Military Mission in Mos- 
cow. Here Chief Marshal Alexander 
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Flashes From The Front 








AIR CORPS CPL. JOSEPH W. SHUTTLEWORTH of West Wil- 
Jiamstown, Pa., received a 10-day pass recently and spent a week of 
it battling Krauts with his brotner on the 5th Army front. Overseas 
for 28 months, Joe was awaiting the arrival of his rotation papers when 
his pass came through. He flew to Rome and from there he hitch- 
hiked to the 91st Infantry Division area to visit his brother, Ralph, 
a private. They had a swell reunion and Joe decided to hang around 
and help out. With his brother, he lived in a puptent, toted a rifle, 
and hauled ammunition and supplies up the mountains to the front- 
line troops. Studying the view from the top of one of the mountains, 
he said he preferred the view from an airplane. "It looks better when 
you're up in the sky,” he said, "and the best part is that you don’t 
have to climb mile tracks to get up there.” After seven days of rough- 
ing it with the infantry, Joe had enough. He said gocdbye to his 
brother and set out for more restful environs. 


PATCH, NO RELATION TO THE GENERAL, is probably the only 
replacement dog in the Army. A Dalmatian "with a pedigree longer 
than a general,” he arrived in England with a boatload of infantry re- 
placements, went to France with them, and then somehow got aboard 
a plane headed for Italy. As each of his masters by adoption moved 
out of the replacement pool and up into the line, the four-months-old 
Patch, a bit more bewildsred, would pick out a new man to belong to. 
Right now he calls Pvt. Clinton H. Cram boss. Cram, from Providence, 
R. L., is a member of the semi-permanent cadre, so perhaps Patch has 
found a home in the Army at last. 


_ SO HELP HIM, Sgt. William K. Meyers of Charleston, W. Va.. 
didn’t want to capture those two Jerries, or anybody else. He was 
feeling bad and he just wanted +o find the medics. When he left his 
position high up in the mountains on the 91st Division front, he took 
& wrong trail and got lost. He was still lost when it got dark. But 
Somewhere along the line he had picked up a few friendly Eyeties .who 
found him a place to sleep in a barn. The next morning, feeling 
progressively worse, Meyers renewed his search for the medics. ‘This 
time he picked up a sharp-eyed bambino who insisted on showing him 
where some Germans were hidden. Too weak to argue, the d - 
foot followed the little Partisan to a farmhouse where he was virtua 
bullied into capturing two docile Krauts. looked better for 
the Charleston mudbuster when a Yank MP officer picked him and 
his party up in a jeep. But instead of being dropped off at the med- 
ics, he wound up at the POW stockade. From there—and this develop- 
ment he is not even able to explain—he was led to the division replace- 
ment pool, where he passed another night. He got in the morn- 
ing feeling well and healthy again, and decided to return to his po- 
sition. The first two guys he met on the way back were medics. 


Gen. DeGaulle Honors 


French-Russian Airmen 


Novikov pinned the gold stars of 
Hero of the Soviet Union on the 
French aces, Lts. Marcel Albert and 
Roland Delapeype, who began 
fighting in Russia in the battle for 
Stalingrad, and distributed the 
Order of the Red Star to 17 other 
Frenchmen. 

General de Gaulle presented the 
Cross of Commander of the Legion 
of Honor to Air Marshal Falaleiev, 
and General Antonov. Other French 
awards went to Maj. Gen. Slavin, 
Maj. Gen. Kutuzov, Maj. Gen. Za- 
harov and Maj. Gen. Lavandovich. 

In a brief address De Gaulle 
hailed "the comradeship of the air” 
between France and the Soviet 
Union. General Antonov replied, 
"Long live our common victory!” 

The Frencn fliers came to Moscow 
from the East Prussian front by 
train, since bad flying weather pre- 
vented General de Gaulle from 
visiting them. 


of the Normandie Squadron. Gen- 


holds, embodies and enhances the 


by a common enemy.” 


Rumanian Tools Enroute 





BUCHAREST, Dec. 10—Soviet au- 
thorities in Rumania have begun 
to move heavy industrial machin- 
ery, including oil refinery equip- 
ment from Ploesti and Campina, 
to Russia. Under the terms of the 
armistice agreement, the Russians 
obtained the right to seize German 
property in Rumania to improve 
war production and to compensate 
for the enormous damage done by 
the Nazis—and the Rumanians— 
in the Soviet Union. 

General Constantine Sanatescu, 
new Rumanian Prime Minister, 
told a Reuter’s correspondent today 
that the main reason why he 


government which did not include 
all parties would wear itself out 
too quickly in the face of the 


for this reason that the constitu- 


quickly become unpopular.” 


No Curfew 


ROME—Curfew for Allied troops 

the Rome Area will be sps- 
ed on the night of December 
and also on New Years Eve, 
31-January 1, the Rome 
Allied Command armmounced 
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EKvac Units Ready 
For Italian Winter 





tains will be ready for it. 


history, will see a tent hospital 


By A Staff Correspondent 
WITH THE 5TH ARMY, Dec. 9 (Delayed)—A winter of heavy 
snows, bitter temperatures and sharp winds will soon descend 
upon the Apennines but evacuation hospitals high in the moun- 


plete “winterizing” of ward tents, administration and 
technical quarters are now under way so that the treatment 
of the sick and wounded can go on regardless of the elements. 
The undertaking, new in the annals of the Army’s medical 


transformed into a semi-perma- 





Sailors In Theater 
To Play Santa Claus 


Every U. S. Bluejacket serving in 
the Mediterranean is going to be 
a Santa Claus this Christmas. 

Some 25,000 orphaned children 
living in war torn areas bordering 
the Mediterranean will have some 
sort of a Christmas this year. The 
U. S. Navy is very definitely see- 
ing to that. 

Plans are well advanced, on every 
ship and shore station, to make 
certain that as many communities 
as possible will participate in the 
Navy’s Christmas festivities. This 
ambitious program is being di- 
rected by Captain Robert J. White, 
Chief chaplain for the U. S. Fleet 
in the Mediterranean. 

Seabees attached to the various 
bases are making 15,000 toys from 
salvaged materiai in their spare 
time. Bluejackets in other branches 
of the service are contributing 10,- 
000 more handmade gifts. 

Navy men, for their fourth con- 
secutive Christmas since coming 
overseas, are again this year for- 
saking one dessert a week so that 
Navy bakers may use the saved 
supplies to turn out thousands of 
ginger-bread men and cookies for 
the orphaned kiddies. 

Men are turning in their old 
dungarees and undershirts and 
nuns from neighboring convents 
are cutting them up, fixing them 
over and turning thém into warm 
children’s. clothing. The men are 
also contributing their weekly 
candy rations to a general Christ- 
mas fund. One base has already col- 
lected more than 7.000 candy bars 
for the Christmas festivities. 

The Christmas program on all 
ships and stations will begin the 
afternoon of Sunday, Dec. 24, when 
Bluejackets will visit orphanages 
and hospitals. On the afternoon of 
the 25th open house will be de- 
clared on every ship and base. 





nent establishment in about 
three weeks time. The work is 
being carried out under the most 
difficult conditions—mud, cold, 
fog and rain. Not only are 
several engineer outfits being 
employed but ward men and hos- 
pital technicians, temporarily free 
of their duties, also are working on 
construction under the on the 
scene direction of a surgeon and 
the hospital’s executive officer, Lt. 
Col. Harris S. Holmboe. 


MIRACLE OF MOVING 


The project amounts virtually to 
"jacking up the hosfital and put- 
ting a floor under it” this being a 
rough and ready expression voiced 
by one of the engineer crew. 

More than 1,000 truckloads of 
crushed rock had-gone into the 
hospital area roads, Col. Holmboe 
said. Ward tents are getting side- 
walls, insulated floors and roof 
bracing to prevent the canvas tent 
tops from collapsing under heavy 
snowfalls. Constant shaking or 
Sweeping of the roofs will also be 
necessary to avoid cave-ins for 
drifts of 15 feet and over often 
occur in this region. 

A certain number of portable 
buildings to be used primarily as 
shock wards are also being raised 
by the engineers. Thirty men can 
complete a prefabricated building 
in less than two days after the 
foundation has been laid accord- 
ing to T-Sgt. Lester Breinnger of 
Pottsville, Pa.. NCO in charge. A 
ward tent can be winterized in 
about the same time by a crew of 
12 men, he said. 


OL’ DEVIL WIND 

Not only must the hospital be 
protected from snow but, taking 
a leaf out of last year’s experience, 
the severe winds are another foe. 
Everything must be anchored 
down or braced pipe-lines must be 
reduced to the minimum because 
of danger from freezing. 

To keep patients warm the hos- 
pital stoves will burn about 1,000 
gallons of diesel oil daily, accord- 
ing to Colonel Holmboe. 

The hospital was formed origi- 
nally by the University of Virginia 





From then until dusk every sailor 
will play Santa. 


and is commanded by Col. Lewis 
W. Kirkman. 
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ers 
Meet lovely Diane Del Rio who has the lead in the USO’s 
streamlined version of the Broadway hit, "Panama Hattie,” 
presented by Special Services and now showing in Leghorn. 


The show runs 80 minutes and 
known vaudeville com 





contains the full and tuneful 


Cole Porter musical score. Sharing top billing are the well- 
The Diamond Brothers, whose 
act has been a popular feature for years. 
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Ssh! Camera, 


Action! Italy 
Making Films 


By Cpl. HOWARD TAUBMAN 
Staff Correspondent 

ROME—They’re making movies 
again in Italy, with two com- 
panies working on new films. Mus- 
solini used to knock himself out 
in his effort to make Italy self- 
sustaining as a producer of movies. 
The Italians perversely longed for 
the American product. The Duce 
had one of his own stories filmed. 
Besides, he kept that chin of his 
jutting into the newsreels. No won- 
der the Italians were leery of Ital- 
ian films. 


When Mussolini was fired and the 
Germans took undistinguished con- 
trol, movie-making stopped. Now 
that the Allies are here, the ca- 
meras began to turn again several 
weeks ago. Lux Films, with Alberto 
Lattuada as director, is making a 
straight drama. Macario, ~ slapdash 
comedian, is building a movie on 
the music-hall ingredients of 
laughs and good locking gals he 
has used for his shows at the 
Teatro Valle. 


POOR MAN’S MGM 

The conditions under’ which 
these companies work will not re- 
mind you of Hollywood. Macario 
has been operating in the rather 
bedrageled looking "Cinema City” 
near the Tiber. The Lux troupe 
works in an old studio near Pala- 
tine Hill. This layout has a court- 
yard. garden and old buildings that 
are all picturesque enough for Hol- 
lywood to use as background scen- 
ery, but the equipment is mostly 
from hunger. 

The quarters are narrow and 
crowded. There is not enough ma- 
terial for the sets. Glass, for ex- 
ample, cannot be had, and glazed 
paper is used as a substitute in 
doors and windows. Raw film is 
scarce, and the director cannot 
permit himself many retakes. 

The sound equipment is the most 
serious handicap. There are no 
soundprocf stages. Before the cam- 
era turns. neople go around shush- 
ing each other even outside the 
studio. In the middle of one dra- 
matic scene, the bells of a neigh- 
boring church began to toll. Lat- 
tuada yelled “Stop,” and shrugged 
his shoulders sadly. 

Mariella Lotti, attractive, accom- 
plished lead, and handsome Leon- 











two companies make movies. 
nardo Cortese working on a cli 


. Macario, Italy’s well-known 





After a long period of inactivity, the cameras are turning as 


Alberto Lattuada, the director, 


for his new musical film, ”College Scandals.” Makes a guy 
homesick for Hollywood, doesn’t it? 
(Staff Photos by Sgt. Grayson B. Tewksbury) 


ROME 


Top, Mariella Lotti and Leo- 
nch for a straight drama with 
advising on technique. Above, 
clown, in a classroom scene 





ardo Cortese looked sad, as they 
srelaxed. The company’s one make- 
up man rushed forward to daub 
some fresh powder on the stars. 
Everybody waited until the church 
bells had finished their stint. 

Being a movie star is hard work 
on any film lot, but it’s more ex- 
acting in Italy than anything Hol- 
lywood knows. The Lux Film bud- 
get for this picture is about 50,- 
000 dollars, which means that no 
money is available for such luxur- 
ies and stand-ins. The actors re- 
port for duty at 8 in the morning 
and keep plugging away until 9 
in the evening. They have to work 
when the lights are being set, 
when the camera is being trained 
and, of course, when the picture is 
being shot 
Despite all the handicaps, the 
Italian movie people are glad to 
be at work. They have no illusions 
that. they are ready to compete 
with the snappy and technically 
brilliant Hollywood output. They 
know that it will be years before 
they have first-class equipment. 
But they feel that the completion 
of new Italian films will be a shot 
in the arm for the Italian people, 





way to freedom even in this ad- 
mittedly lesser realm. 

Two movies don’t make a film 
industry. They are not even enough 
to feed the Italians’ appetite for 
the cinema. And the themes of 
these two are thin and conven- 
tional. 

CORNY THEMES 


The Lattuada film, called "La 
Freccia nel Fianco” which trans- 
lates literally into "The Arrow in 
the Hip,” is the usual triangle 
about the gal who loves a young 
pianist, who marries a rich old 
party, but who cannot resist the 
pianist when he turns up famous 
several years later. The pianist 
leaves her, and she dies in the end. 
It’s all quite sad and quite corny. 
As for Macario’s film, it’s mostly 
slapstick. 

The Italian film-makers, if they 
wish to make a real dent, might do 
well to concern themselves with 
substantial themes—with the real 
life around them. One can think 
of several vital subjects offhand: 
the resistance to Mussolini, the 
fight of the partisans in north 
Italy, the things that Fascism did 
to Italy, the rebuilding of Italy. 
Liberation and peace will produce 


Super For 


t’s Brain 


Fires Guns Alone 





first time here today. 


Astoria Hotel and operated by 
veloped by engineers of the G 


By Army News Service 

NEW YORK, Dec. 10—B-29 Super Fortress all-electronic 
shooting—in which no human hand is laid and gun and turrets 
turn without any gunners—was demonstrated publicly for the 


oy 


Details of this military secret were revealed in two turrets 
and their control electronic apparatus set up at the Waldorf- 


AAF officers. Controls were de- 
eral Electric Company and offi- 


en 
—+¢cers of the Army’s Air Technical 








Italians Man Planes 
Hitting Balkan Nazis 





MAAF HEADQUARTERS, Dec. 
10—One of the Baltimore squad- 
rons of the Balkan Air Force, 
busily engaged in blocking the 
German escape routes in Yugo- 
slavia, is made up entirely of 
Italian air and ground personnel. 
Baltimores have been added to 
Italian-manned fighters and 
transport aircraft working with 
the Allies in the Mediterranean. 

Italian pilots, wireless opera- 
tors and gunners are all experi- 
enced airmen, some with long 
records of flying service. A few 
of the older pilots have com- 
pleted 2,000 flying hours, while 
the average of most crew mem- 
bers is from 800 to 900 hours. 
“The navigators are younger 
men, many of whom had just left 
the pilots’ school of the Regia 
Aeronautica when the Italian 
Armistice was signed. One of the 
airmen flying with the squadron 
was among the crews that took 
part in the trans-Atlantic flight 
headed by Marshal Balbo in 1933. 


Veteran Fort Group 
Takes 400th Swing 


MAAF HEADQUARTERS, Dec. 
10—The Grandpappy of all the Fly- 
ing Fortress groups in Europe, the 
97th flew its 400th mission Saturday 
when it ploughed through some of 
the dirtiest weather it has ever ex- 
perienced to attack enemy installa- 
tions at Regensburg, Germany. 

Lead ship pilot was Lt. Co], David 
J. Jones of Galeta, Calif., deputy 
group commander who blacked out 
for a few minutes over the target 
when his oxygen line came loose. 
The 97th’s commanding officer, 
Col. Nils O. Ohman of East Ded- 
ham, Mass., who fiew the 400th 
mission as Jones’ co-pilot, imme- 
diately took over the controls. 

The 97th Bomb Group, in con- 
tinuous operations from bases in 
England, North Africa and Italy 
for two ahd a half years, made the 
first American high-level daylight 
attack from, England on Aug. 17, 
1942. The target was Rouen, France 
and one of the participants was Lt. 
Gen. Ira C. Eaker, now Command- 
ing Genera] of the Mediterranean 
Allied Air Forces. 

The Group, which was the first 
to make the shuttle run to Russia, 
has flown more than 10,000 sorties. 
It has dropped more than 22,000 
tons of bombs on enemy targets, 
and is credited with destroying 376 
hostile aircraft. 


Yanks Clean Up 


LONDON, Dec. 10—Three thou- 
sand American soldiers, skilled in 
construction work, began work here 
yesterday on the sites of some of 
the heavily bomb-damaged sec- 
tions of this city. The soldiers, di- 
rected by American officers, “were 
loaned for the job by General 
Dwight D. Eisenhower, Supreme 

















a reminder that they are on their 


great stories. 


Allied Commander. 
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1-GOT A JAP 
PLANE! THINK 
OF IT, IGOTA 
JAP... LIEUTENANT 

LEE CONFIRMED & 


US AND THE 









MIGHTY FI 





LAST ONE BETWEEN 


L 
LINE, TOO, MR. DUNKAN! 
THATS FINE, SIR... 


(Courtesy Chi. Trib-New York News Syndicate, Inc., distributed thru CNS) 





You 'VE 
GOT A 
RIGHT 


BUT I'M NEGLECTING 
YOU,SON ! WHAT 
DID YOU SAY YouR 
NAME WAG 2... SAY, 
I'M EXCITED!... 
RATHER MAKING A 
FOOL OF MYSELF, 
Wary I'M AFRAID... 















GOA 






ALEX.. 


NE... 
, GUESS I 


TO HOLLER, 
MR. OUNKAN! 
MY NAME IS 


COULD USE A 
SHOT OF THAT F 
MORPHINE ... 






" / PILOT TD CREW.. 
COMING DOWN THE 

STRETCH, MEN... THE 

REGULAR PILOT AND 
CO-PILOT ARE HURT 
o BUT THEY'LL BE IN 
W THOSE COOL SHEETS 
Lb. iN NO TIME ! 
— 
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FROM HIGH AT 
SIX O'CLOCK 
PLENTY THICK? 





By CANIFF 


var 


...OUR RADIO 
1S OUT — OUR OWN 
RADAR HAS PICKED US | 
UP—AND THOSE ARE . 
AMERICAN NIGHT ' 
FIGHTERS! NO,NO! 
NOT AFTER ALL 
WE'VE BEEN THROVGH! 



















Service Command. 

There are gunners for each of 
five turrets. All sit in a fairly 
comfortable, warm, pressurized 
cabin and are not hampered by 
freezing and cramped movements. 
It is not necessary that they wear 
flying suits. Each can direct his 
own gun, but in an emergency and 
in other situations where desirable 
a single gunner, by the turn of a 
switch, can take over two or three 
guns. The guns under his control 
then operate as a unit, all firing 
in unison and with the same aim. 


The Super Fort turrets are situ- 
ated so that fire can be concen- 
trated in some circumstances, from 
all guns on a single target. 


NO FRANKENSTEIN 


Gunners need not worry about 
robot guns turning upon their own 
plane. If that happens electrical 
fire interrupts and stops’ guns. 
Cartridges sometimes "cook off” 
prematurely in the hot barrel, but 
even then personnel is protected 
by mechanical contour followers 
which prevent the.gun from point- 
ing in their direction. 

Each gun turret has a black box 
named computor which functions 
as electronic and mechanical 
"brain” to aim guns and turn tur- 
rets. 

In a pressurized cabin the gun- 
ner sights through a small box 
open at both ends with inclined 
glass that images the enemy plane. 
He pushes a button that projects 
a circle of red dots of light on 
his glass and after that he has 
only to keep enemy plane image 
inside the red circle and to press 
the trigger that fires the gun or 
guns under control. 

The red circle and movement of 
the sighting box automatically 
telegraph the computor the dis- 
tance away and the speed of the 
approaching enemy. 

At the same time the navigator 
gives the computor, by electric 
signals, the speed of the Super Fort, 
altitude ‘ind outside temperature. 
The computor almost instantly 
— the guns for variables like 
these. 


MATHEMATICAL MARVEL 


If the enemy plane is 800 yards 
away, the altitude 30,000 feet and 
the enemy moving at 400 miles an 
hour the brain knows: it must aim 
110 yards in front of the target. 
If the bullet is fired broadside 
while the Super Fortress is flying 
at 250 mph. the wind will curve 
the bullet 35 yards and the brain 
knows and allows for that and 
other similar air variations. 

If the Sure~ Forts were about 
30,000 feet in less dense air the 
wind curve might be only 12 feet. 
The brain even computes paral- 
lax. This is a very slight error in 
aim due to the fact that the gun- 
ner is sighting from a position dif- 
ferent than the turret. Due to su- 
perior fire concentration ‘Super 
Forts carry relatively few guns and 
Save much weight in ammunition 
—— increasing the bomb capa- 
city. 

Two feats were cited to prove the 
effectiveness of Super Forts. They 
made 14 major bombing missions 
before a single one was shot down 
by an enemy fighter. A lone Su- 
per Fortress battled four hours 
against 79 Japanese fighters, shot 
down seven, and was itself un- 
damaged. The gunners, said the of- 
ficer aboard, put a metal fence 
around their Super Fortress. 


Aircraft Flies Wounded 
From Paris To Americé 


PARIS, Dec. 10—A four-engined 
ambulance plane left here yester- 
day with the first American 
wounded to be flown directly. from 
Paris to New York, a British press 
service reported today. 

The plane carried 16 patients, 
a medical orderly, a flight nurse 
and a crew of six, the dispatch said, 


More Than 500 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 10— More 
than 500 Nazi planes were shot 
down by antiaircraft gunners of 
the American ist Army since D- 
Day, the War Department an- 
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Allied Title Bouts Start Th 





THEY’LL HIGHLIGHT ALLIED BOXING 


Most important bout in this week’s Allied Boxing Championships at the Brancaccio Thea- 
ter, Rome, should be between Seaman Marcel Cerdan (left), fighting as a middleweight on 
the North African team, and Pvt. Floyd Gibson, Tyrrhenian 160-pound titleholder. If both 
get by their first-round opponents they’ll clash Thursday night. Cpl. Billy Conn (right), 
No. 1 challenger for the world’s heavyweight crown, will box a three-round exhibition with 
Cpl. Leon Matricianni, 230-pound member of the Conn troupe, on tonight’s card. 
(Staff Photos by Sgt. Grayson B. Tewksbury) 





» 





Continental Team Trainer 


Says Boxers Are In Shape 





ROME, Dec. 10—The Continental Zone team of Southern 
France flew down here from Marseilles in installments over the 
weekend to participate in the Allied Boxing Championships. 

Nine fighters, plus their manager and coach, reached here 
Saturday night and four others, who couldn’t be squeezed into 
the first plane load, arrived yesterday afternoon. 

The line-up is three fighters short of a complete roster— 


lacking two pro entries, a fly 


and a bantamweight, and an 





amateur welterweight. Accord- 
ing to Sgt. ’Chink” Broussard of 
New Iberia, La., trainer, no one 
on the squad will complain 
about a leck of training in the 
event that he drops a bout. 

Though they were cooped up for 
eight days in Marseilles, sweating 
out release papers from their re- 
spective outfits to make the trip 
down here, there was no idling, 
Broussard stated, 

"Bach man hit the ball at a local 
gym for several hours a day,” he 
said, "and will go into the ring 
as tough and conditioned as any- 
one who worked out at the Foro 
d'Italia.” 

The team has three men entered 
in today’s cards. This afternoon 
they pit their amateur flyweight, 
Pvt. Billy Bento of Providence, R- 
I, against Pvt, Norman Tennant, 
a Scot on the Tyrrhenian team. 
In the evening they put their pro 
light heavyweight and amateur 
heavyweight stakes on the block. 


Puckster Reinstated 


PHILADELPHIA, Dec. 10 (ANS) 
—Joe Desson, defenseman for the 
Philadelphia Eagles of the Eastern 
Hockey League, who was suspended 
Nov. 23 for striking a referee, was 
reinstated at a meeting of the 





league officials here today. 


Sid Luckman Isn't 
On Pro All-America 


CHICAGO, Dec. 10 (ANS)—The 
New York Giants, with Bill Paschal 
an unanimous choice for fullback 
leading the way, placed four men 
on the United Press’ 1944 All-Amer- 
ica professional football team. For 
the first time since 1940, Eastern 
clubs have dominated the selections 
without the usual preponderance 
of Westerners led by the Chicago 
Bears and the Green Bay Packers. 
Biggest surprise was the absence 
of Chicago’s Sid Luckman. 

The selection board, composed of 
ten writers who have covered pro 
football all year, voted one Green 
Bay and.one Chicago player to the 
first team while giving New York 
four positions, 

Here’s the team: ends, Don Hut- 
son, Packers, and Joe Aguirre. Red- 
skins; tackles, Frank Cope, Giants, 
and Al Wistert, Eagles; guards, 
Riley Matheson, Rams, and Len 
Younce. Giants; center, Bulldog 
Turner, Bears; quarterback. Roy 
Zimmerman, Eagles; halfbacks. 
Frankie Sinkwich. Lions, and Ward 
Cuff, Giants; fullback. Bill Pas- 
chal, Giants. 











Basketball Scores | 











(Saturday, Dec. 9) 
Akron 72, Lockburn Air Base 43. 
Bowling Green 52, Western K’tucky 51. 
Bucknell 30, B’burg (Pa.) Tchrs. 28. 
Cornell 43, Canisius 42. 
Camp Claiborne 51, S’western (La.) 25. 
Camp Normoyle 43, Texas 26. 
Carnegie Tech 52, Case 40. 
CCNY 60 Lafayette 34. 
Chicago 51, Miinois Tech 43. 
Colgate 50, Rochester 49. 
Dartmouth 54, Camp Edwards 47. 
Drake 35, Cornell College 28. 
Great Bend 54, Kansas State 51. 
Illinois 56, Great Lakes 53. 
Iowa 101, Macomb Teachers 23. 
lowa Preflight 38, Minnesota 32. 
Indiana 63, Camp Atterbury 8. 
Kentucky 66, Cincinnati 24. 
Louisville 43. Evansville 34. 
Michigan 50, Kellogg Air Base 17. 
Mouhfenberg 57, Lehigh 25. 
Northwestern 56, Depauw 43. 
Notre Dame 68. Miami (Ohio) 34. 
Ohio State 58, Michigan State 31. 
Oklahoma Aggies 44, Westminster 33: 
St. Lawrence 40. Ithaca College 36. 
Stevens 47, Webb 26. 
Stout Field 39, Butler 35. 





Syracuse 55, Hobart 51. 
Taylor 48, Huntington 32. 


Temple 54, Holy Cross 38. 

Utah 65, St. Josephs 40. 

Valparaiso 64, Long Island 59. 
Villanova 39, F and M 31. 

Virginia 47, Hampden-Sydney 28. 
West. Michigun 58, B’klyn College 52. 
West. Virginia 68, Fairmont State 36. 
Wheaton 34. North Central 30. 
Williams 32. Columbia 24. 

Wisconsin 45, Marquette 40. 


(Friday, Dec. 8%) 
Bridgewater 48, Gallaudet 31. 
Buckley Field 55. Colorado Aggies 21. 
Columbia 43, Union 42. 

Cherry Pt. Marines 54. High Point 17. 
DePaul 68. Wyoming 29. 

Hamline 60. Carleton 23. 

Kansas 31, Washburn 27. 

Moorehead Tchrs. 51, G’town (Ky.) 26. 
Lincoln Air Base 58. Peru S. Tchrs. 33. 
Oklahoma 41, Southern Methodist 40. 
Ottumwa Naval 62, Simpson 40. 
Quonsett Flyers 44, Dartmouth 31. 
Sampson Naval 51, Scranton 27. 

St. John’s 53. Camp Shanks 36. 

Texas 34. Southwestern 24. 
Washington 41, Fort Miles 23 

Wayne 59. Michigan Normal 26. 


FOOTBALL SCORES 








Today’s First Round 
Title Battle Pairings 


AFTERNOON 
(Amateur; 
Flyweight — Pvt. Norman Tennant 
(TZ) vs. Pvt W. C. Bento (CZ). 
Bantamweight Trooper 





Ernest 


Skeoch (8th) vs. Sgt. Louis Buffone 
(IZ). 
Featherweight — Marine Ronald 


Burr (TZ) vs. Pvt. A. Moktari (NAZ). 
Lightweight — Pvt. Vic Gidaro (5th) 
vs. Gunner Fred Mason (8th). 
Light Heavyweight — Cpl. Leroy 
Jeffries (5th) vs. Pfc. George Voorman 
(TZ). 


(Professional) 
Welterweight — Pvt. Omar Koudr!i 
(NAZ) vs. Sapper Sam Brown (AZ). 


Middleweight —- M-Segt. Autrey 
Barnes (5th) vs. Pvt. Floyd Gibson 
(TZ). 

NIGHT 

(Amateur) 


Featherweight — Sapper Bill Daub. 
ney (AZ) vs. Cpl. Jean Senft (5th). 

. Middleweight — Pvt. Junius Woods 
(TZ) vs. Mountaineer Oliver Williams 
(AZ). 

Heavyweight — Cpl. George "Baby 
Dutch” Culbertson (TZ) vs. T-5 Rich- 
ard Duckworth (5th). 

(Professional) 

Lightweight — Pvt. Cheriff Maamar 
(NAZ) vs. Pfc. Cleveland Brown (5th) 

Light Heavyweight — Cpl. Richard 
"Peter Rabbitt’ Hammond (TZ) vs. 
Pfc. Adolph Barlow (CZ). 

Here are the abbreviations in plain 
language: Tyrrhenian Zone (TZ); 5th 
Army Zone (5th); 8th Army Zone (8th); 
Island Base Zone (1Z); North African 
Zone (NAZ); Continental Zone (CZ); 
Adriatic Zone (AZ). Paste them in 
your hat because they will not be 
repeated. 


Invaders Cop AAF 
Basketball Tourney 


Special to The Stars and Stripes 


FLORENCE, Dec. 10—A pair of 
fighter squadron teams from the 
22nd Tactical Air Command—the 
Invaders and the Blue Barons— 
tangled here Saturday night in a 
tightly-played basketball game for 
the championship of the 12th AAF 
Command won by the Invaders, 
40-35. - 

Brig. Gen. Benjamin W. Chid- 
law, TAC commander, presented 
the winners and runner-ups with 
team trophies and medals. 











is Afternoon 








Continental Zone 
Ringmen On Deck 








Fighters Step On 


The tournament crackled with 
1ith-hour interest when it was 
announced early this ‘morning 
that the Continental Zone team— 
comprised of 13 fighters from the 
Continental Advance and Delta 
Base Sections of scuthern France 
—had arrived over the weekend by 
plane from Merseilles to make their 
bid for the title, won last February 
at the St. Eugene Stadium in Al- 
giers by the 5th Army team. 

Another last-minute development 
took place at a meeting of the Al- 
lied Sports Commission in this city 
vesterday morning, when Olympic 
Rule No. 7, cause of considerable 
debate last week among the fight- 
ers and their staffs cut at the Foro 
d'Italia, was waived by the. com- 
mission 

The debate came to a head on 
Thursday when a formal complaint 
was registered by the combined 
coaches, managers, physicians and 
boxers of the six zones present 
over the weiching-in procedure. Ac- 
cording to the Olympic Rules, un- 
der which the tournament is being 
conducted. a fighter is reauired to 
weigh-in before every bout. 


WEIGH-IN ONCE 


But this. it was felt by the mana- 
gers, would work to the disadvan- 
tage of the fighters, who are not 
able to control their weights on 
Army rations. The Commission 
discussed the grievance and 
speedily readjusted the regulation, 
which will now require a fighter 
to weigh-in only once—the day of 
his first bout. This is how it was 
done in the Algiers Championships. 
At the same meeting, an opera- 
tional Committee spokesman an- 
nounced that Cpl. Billy Conn, who 
arrived here with his troupe late 
last week, will box three two-minute 
rounds in an exhibition bout on 
tonight’s card. His opponent will 
be 230-pound Leo Matricianni, a 
member of the troupe. 

The tournament will be jam- 
packed with thrills, if the stuff 
shown by the scrappers in training 
last week is any indication. Clout- 
ers in 16 classes, eight amateur and 
eight pro—ranging from fly and 
featherweight up through the light 
heavy and heavyweight divisions— 
worked out together and were af- 
forded the best training facilities 
ever seen by this writer in or out 
of the Army. 

It is difficult to pick many fav- 


Weighing-In Controversy Ironed Out Nicely, 





By Pvt. MEL DIAMOND 
Staff Correspondent 


ROME—The second Inter-Allied Boxing Championships, des- 
tined to rank as one of the outstanding highlights in the annals 
of all Army sports, start this afternoon at 2:30 at the Brancaccio 
Theater on Via Merulana near the Piazza Santa Maria Maggiore. 

Almost 100 fighters—cream of the seven competitive zones in 
the entire Mediterranean Theater of Operations—will slug it out 
for the championship in an estimated 72 bouts, to be broken down 
into 12 cards, two a day, for the next six days. 








Scales Only Once 
















































orites out of the 95 entries. In a 
fast three-round bout, anything is 
liable to happen. A sluggine champ, 
accustomed to ten and 15-round 
bouts, may be topped by a good 
boxer who is also smart enouch to 
st-v out of the way of roundhouse 
rights. 


BEST HEAVIES 


On thee basis of past perform- 
ance, however. here are the punch- 
ers who should be high up in their 
divisions in the final hours. In 
the amateur heavy class. look for 
Cpl. George "Baby Dutch” Cul- 
bertson. Tyrrhenian Zoner, and 
Cpl. Mike Zampini, 5th Army. Of 
the pro heavies, watch Set. Johnny 


Ebarb, Adriatic, and S-Set. Paul 
Favors. Continental. 
In the pro light heavy class, 


it’s Pvt. Ezzard Charles, 5th Army. 
He should be sufficient. The ama- 
teur light heavies will have a tor- 
rid scramble, and any one of them 
might cop the duke. The same goes 
for the amateur welterweights. 

In the pro class, Pfc. Larry Cis- 
neros, 5th Army slugger, should 
succeed in holding on to the title 
he won at Algiers. Of the amateur 
middleweichts, it should be a toss- 
up between Tommy McGraeth, 
North African boxer, Pvt. Vic 
Amato, 5th Army, and Pvt. Junius 
Woods, Tyrrhenian 

The pro middleweight bouts 
should be short and sweet. In 
Marcel Cerdan. the French power- 
house, Tuffy Williams, the Welsh 
champ with the 8th Army team, 
and Pvt. Floyd Gibson, the Tyrr- 
henian sleep-inducer, there should 
be terrific competition. Cerdan is 
expected to retain kis Algiers 
crown, but in Gibson he will meet 
a whale of a fighter. 


AFTERNOON BOUTS 


Thrills in this afternoon’s bouts 
should ke provided by M-Set. Au- 
trey Barnes, 5th Army, and Gibson 
in the pro middleweight class; 
Omar Koudri, North African, and 
Spr. Sam Brown, Britisher wit: 
the Adriatic team, in the pro wel- 
terweight class; and Marine Ronald 
Burr, Tyrrhenian Britisher and 
Moktari, North African, in the ama- 
teur featherweight division. 

Tonight you can catch Culbert- 
son, Woods and Cheriff Maamar, 
the French lightweight, in action. 
They should dominate the card. 





HERE’S WAY TO BRANCACCIO 

















INVADERS 

FG F. Pts 

McGoldrick, f 5 1 il 
Bennett, f 2 1 5 
Hettrick, c 0 0 0 
Puckett, g 8 0 16 
Miller, g 3 0 6 
Ripkis, g 1 0 2 
19 2 40 

BLUE BARONS 

\ FG. F. Pts. 

Epstein, t 2 0 4 
Yusiezicz, f 8 4 20 
Miller, t 1 0 2 
Chase, f 0 0 0 
Collins, f 0 0 0 
McKay, 2 2 0 4 
Michalak, g 2 0 a 
Martynick, g 0 1 1 
15 5 35 





Texas Aggies 70, Miami (Fla.) 14. 
Virginia State 15, Florida Aggies 7. 


? 

! 

} 
Referee: ist Lt. Danny Bottero. | 
Umpire: ist Sgt. Orland DiMaria. 
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THE STARS AND STRIPES 








Monday, December 11, 1944 





Two Soviet Armies 
Squeeze Budapest; 
Encirclement Near 


(Continued from page 1) 


reinforcements and thrown up new 
defenses, 

The pressure on the Germans in 
southwest Hungary remained 
strong. Tolbukhin’s forces launched 
a new attack between Lake Balaton 
and the Danube, where the Red 
Army sought to swing around the 
northwestern end of the lake to 
reach the foothills of the Bakony 
Mountains, 

The most important town re- 
maining to the Germans southwest 
of Budapest is the rail junction 
of Szekesfehervar, but Soviet troops 
were driving on it from two sides. 
There was strong resistance, and 
flooded marshlands made the ad- 
vance difficult. 

At the southern end of Lake 
Balaton, Soviet forces threw back 
German counterattacks. The: Ger- 
mans were fighting hard to hold 
off the advance threatening Nagy- 
kanizsa, oil center and junction of 
a@ railroad to Wiener-Neustadt in 
Austria. 

Between Lake Balaton and the 
Drava River to the south, the Ger- 
mans continued to retreat. Rain, 
fog and deep mud have slowed 
Soviet troops who are aiming at 
Zagreb, capital of Croatia, in an 
effort to cut the rman escape 
route from Yugoslavia. 

The Moscow radio said today that 
Soviet air and artillery fire power 
broke the back of enemy forces 
concentrated on the west. bank of 
the Danube. Soviet troops forced 
the Danube south of Budapest after 
fierce battles, while their airmen 
blasted the Germans as_ they 
crossed the river and attempted to 
reform. Autumn rains had swelled 
the river so that it was more than 
a mile wide. 

Farther south on the Danube in 
Yugoslavia, Marsha) Tito’s forces 
crossed the river near Sotin, 30 
miles west of Novi Sad, and moved 
on the junction of Vukovar, the 
Yugosiav communique said. 











CHINESE THREAT 


(Continued from page 1) 





south China, with the object of 
getting on of the Hankow- 
Canton railway and full control of 
a land route between Indo-China 
and Manchuria. Although nearin 

that objective with the capture of 
Nanning, the Japs sought to take 
advantage of weak Chinese forces 
before Kweiyang, Gen. Chen said, 
and so they diverted some divisions 
to the north striking toward Kwei- 
yang. Those divisions have been 
stopped, he added. 

An enemy victory in the drive 
bg pe posses =. novesanen 
oO unming-Chungking Burma 
Road highway, over which supplies 
are expected ‘to be moving soon 
from India to China. 

In the senting Se Burma to clear 
the approaches i 
heavy artillery has been brought up 
to shell the Jap defenders out of 
Bhamo in northeast Burma. 

Maj. Gen. Frank Merrill has been 
appointed deputy U. S. commander 
in the India-Burma theater under 


commanded the famous "Merrill’s 
Marauders.” 


Navy Man 

PROVIDENCE, Dec. 10 (ANS)— 
Representative John E. Fogarty, 
(D., R. I.). who ‘ht 31 was one of 
the youngest members of Congress, 
has resigned his seat to enter the 
Navy, Gov. J. Howard McGrath an- 
nounced today. Reelected for a 
third term. Fogarty was said to 
be ready to enter the Navy as an 


Replacement 


could be learned, the system actu- 
ally worked on the trial and error 
basis common to all new enter- 


prises. 
Regardless, however, of the rea- 
son, that phase of the "repple 


depple” has passed. Out of it has 
emerged a central authority to con- 
trol the replacement system in this 
theater. This authority—the Re- 
placement Command, MTOUSA— 
has instituted a series of reforms 
which have made today’s "repple 
depple” a better place by far than 
its counterpart of several months 
ago. 

Instead of each depot being a 
vast melting pot, the Command has 
assigned a specific function to each. 
One handles new men arriving in 
the theater. 

Another conducts a basic train- 
ing program where soldiers from 
other branches and arms are con- 
verted into infantrymen. 

A third is responsible solely for 
men returning to their units. 

The fourth is a forward stockage 
point where front-line outfits come 
to draw the particular men they 


need. 

In addition, the Command op- 
erates four schools—Leadership and 
Battle Training, Armored, Signal, 
and Engineer. 

The Command was established 
June 1, this year, to supply man- 
power in an orderly fashion to the 
armies and network of supporting 


Strongest Attack 
Launched By ELAS 


(Continued from page 1) 


but were repulsed by British gun- 
ners firing from the palace roof 
when they were only 600 yards from 
the Hotel Grande Bretagne, present 
headquarters of the Greek Gov- 
ernment. At 5:30 AM, British rifle- 
men took up positions in the hotel 
windows overlooking University 
Street toward the ELAS-held con- 
crete stadium. 

In an official communique, issued 
at Allied Force Headquarters in 
Italy this afternoon, Admiral Sir 
John D. Cunningham and Air 
Marshal Sir John Slessor, Com- 
mander of the Royal Air Force in 
the Mediterranean and Middle 
East, denied rumors said to be cir- 
culating among the population of 
parts of Greece that units of the 
Royal Hellenic Navy and the whole 
Helenic Air Force in the Piraeus 
area had deserted to ELAS. Earlier, 
reports from Greece said that the 
reason why the Royal Hellenic 
Air Force had not taken part in 
operations against ELAS positions 
was that they were engaged in 
strafing German concentrations 
further north. 

An Associated Press dispatch 
from Athens said this morning that 
the 2nd and 13th ELAS Divisions 
are known to be massing at Hassia, 
15 miles west of Piraeus, while BBC 
stated at noon that most of the 
adh Piraeus is now in ELAS 
nds. 

ELAS forces infiltrating into the 
city were engaged this morning by 
units ofthe Royal Greek Mountain 
Brigade. Armed action also was re- 
ported for the first time from the 
area of Lamia, reportedly the seat 
of ELAS headquarters, 100 miles 
northwest of Athens. 

Today’s battles followed day-long 
engagements yesterday between 
ELAS units and British tanks, air- 
craft, artillery and ground forces as 
well as regular Greek troops in and 
around Athens. Homemade bombs 
and grenades were used against 
British tanks in the Attica Penin- 
sula, north of* the Greek capital, 
while an ELAS battalion was re- 
ported moving on Athens with a 











enlisted man within 24 hours. 


Brushing Up In Theater 


(Continued from pagé 1) 


Depots Face 


units within the theater. It marked 
an entirely new approach to the 
complex business of handling soldier 
replacements. 


BASE SECTIONS, ARMIES 


Prior to its creation, control of 
replacement depots came through 
base sections and the armies. As a 
result, authority was divided and 
the line of jurisdiction never was 
clear. In a sense, the over-all picture 
of the replacement system was that 
of an unfinished jigsaw puzzle. 

With a central authority, the 
Command, working on the puzzle, 
the ~— began to drop in place 
and the replacement system started 
to operate as it had been originally 
intended to function. 

Because thousands of men have 
passed through replacement depots, 
in and out, the replacement system 
is one of the largest operations of 
the Army. At the same time, it is 
one of the least understood. Actu- 
ally, it has but one main purpose: 

To supply men when, where, and 
trained as hey are needed in order 
that the war may be prosecuted 
totally and successfully. 

Under the old system, orderly 
distribution of manpower was diffi- 
cult to achieve in the confusion 
surrounding operations. Instances 
have been known where men would 
arrive in a replacement depot and, 
upon arrival, ve told they did not 
belong tinere but were supposed to 
be in another depot miles away. 
With the Replacement Command 
operating efficiently, that situation 
now is a thing of the past. Likewise. 
now when an outfit requisitions a 
replacement depot for "500 men,” 
each requistion specifying the par- 
ticular type of soldiers it wants, 
there no longer is any possibility 
that 500 chauffeurs will be sent 
out when 500 riflemen are needed 


PROPERLY STOCKED 

These new measures come close 
to achieving 100 percent success in 
keeping depots properly stocked 
with balanced amounts of person- 
nel. Under the old system, this bal- 
ance often veered sharply away 
from the center with the result that 
depots usually had on hand too 
many soldiers possessing MOSs 
(Military Occupational Specialist) 
numbers not called for frequently. 

Facilities for housing, feeding, 
training and recreation were limited 
in the "repple depple.” The Re- 
placement Command has brought 
about an increase and improvement 
in these facilities and is, itself, not 
completely satisfied that all has 
been done which can be done. 

For example, it is improving and 
enlarging housing facilities so that 
pup tents and sleeping in Italian 
mud are no longer necessary. Pyra- 
midals are being winterized and 
floors laid. Still, the Command 
wants better locations and more 
materials to do the kind of job it 
believes can be done. 

In all, contrast between past and 
present operations is as night from 
day. A very black picture been 
lightened by the application of hard 
work to solve a very difficult prob- 
lem. The key to winning the war 
is a reserve of well-trained man- 
power with high morale. The re- 
placement system at last is func- 
tioning toward that end. 


(This is the first of six articles. 
Tomorrow: The past.) 


De Gaulle Government 





PARIS, Dec. 10—The French Pro- 
visional Government today an- 
nounced a compromise with the 
left-wing resistance groups on the 
militia issue, by the creation of 
special a security com- 
panies divided among 20 regional 
commands, the Associated Press re- 
ported 


The new organization will be sub- 
ject to orders of the Secretary Gen- 


To Form Security Units) 2tu2* 








Missing 1,000 Bucks 
Bore To Book Worm 


VERONA, N. J., Dec. 10 ed 


Ralph Edwards, 
master who once sént kel to 


on page 13. The catch was that 
Edwards urged each of his lis- 
teners to mail a book at the same 
time. The thousands of books ul- 
timately will be sent to service- 
men. 

"We'll find the right page 13,” 
Wickel said cheerfully today. "All 
the neighbors children are help- 
ing. We’re finding the darndest 
things on other page 13s—con- 
federate money, German marks, 
all sorts of stuff.” 








Newspapers Differ 
On Churchill Policy 


LONDON, Dec. 10—Events in 
Greece may now strongly influence 
Russian policy in those countries 
which come within the Soviet thea- 
ter of operations, the conservative 
London Observer said today follow- 
ing Friday’s bitter political debate 
on events in Greece in the House 
of Commons in which Prime Min- 
ister Winston Churchill came in 
for some of the bitterest Labor 
criticism since 1940. 

"To put it bluntly,” the newspa- 
per said, "the Russians are now 
likely to act on the principle that 
what is sauce for the goose, is sauce 
for the gander. Moscow has of- 
ficially kept silent about British 
intervention in Greece and it ex- 
pects London and probably also 
Washington to show similar discre- 
tion if and when similar trouble 
occurs in the Russian zone of op- 
erations.” 

Press comment on Churchill’s 
speech varied from favorable to 
almost as bitter as some of the La- 
bor members’ remarks on Friday. 
The Laborite Daily Herald fore- 
told a political crisis, adding that 
most Labor members signified their 
opinion of the government’s policy 


‘} by not voting at all. 


The conservative London Times 
said that Churchill "delivered a 
massive attack on his critics,” but 
declared that British policy should 
pay more attention to left wing 
opinion in Europe. 

Criticizing Mr. Churchill for de- 
nouncing Count Carlo Sforza, the 
influential Manchester Guardian 
said that "if that is the measure 
of Churchill’s judgment, one can 
only shudder. Reluctantly we shall 
have to assume that he may be an 
uncertain and even dangerous guide 
in our passage through the Euro- 
pean maelstrom.” 

Among leading U. S. papers, the 
New York Herald Tribune stated 
that while Mr. Churchill’s explana- 
tion of the British position in the 
crisis was “plausible,” it did not 
explain why "a gang of men from 
the «mountains or countryside”— 
as Mr. Churchill called the ELAS 
forces—”could produce a_ tragic 
situation as now prevails in 


Unlucky 13 


LONDON, Dec. 10 — The Japa- 
nese News Agency announced 
today the death in action in 
the Southwest Pacific of 13 ad- 
mirals, Reuter’s reported. Those 
killed included Rear Admiral Shi- 
gazo Yang, former spokesman of 
the Navy Department and attache 
to the Bureau of Naval Construc- 








number of captured German 75s. 
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American 1st Army 
Begins New Attack: 
Saar Battle Slowed 


way from Saarbrucken to n 
Front-line — 
respondents with the 7th Army in- 


dicated that German forces were 
withdrawing northwestward to- 
wards Wissembourg on the Franco- 
German border,- 25 miles to the 
west of Karlsruhe. 

In the Vosges sector on the south- 
ern end of the 450-mile Allied 
front, French ist Army troops 
cleared most of the town of Thann, 
southwest of Colmar while other 
French troops established a bridge- 
head over the Doller River at Lut- 
terbach, a mile west of Mulhouse. 

Meanwhile, a SHAEF spokesman 
reported that the German armies 
tad suffered 152,000 casualties in 
the last 22 days of November on 
the western front. 

It was emphasized here, however, 
that Allied losses also have been 
heavy. In Washington on Thurs- 
day, Under Secretary of War Ro- 
bert P. Patterson said that "severe 
casualties” are being sustained on 
the western front and that "we 
are facing a grim prospect.” 





LONDON, Dec. 10—Coblenz on 
the Rhine and Bingen to the south 
were attacked today by more than 
500 Flying Fortresses and Libera- 
tors. of the 8th AAF escorted by 
more than 650 fighters. 

Berlin was attacked last night by 
Mosquitoes of the RAF. Meanwhile, 
German V_ bombs, apparently 
launched from sites in The Nether- 
lands, landed in England during 
the evening and caused some dam- 
age and a number of casualties. 

More than 400 heavy bombers 
of the 8th AAF attacked railyards 
and an airfield at Stuttgart in 
daylight yesterday. 


Heavies Hit Targets 
In Three Countries 


MAAF HEADQUARTERS, Dec. 10 
—U. S. heavy bombers, escorted by 
Mustangs and Lightnings, bombed 
industrial targets and rail yards in 
Germany, Czechoslovakia and Aus- 
tria yesterday. ; 

Taking advantage of the first 
good flying weather in northern 
Italy in several weeks, Tactical Air 
Force medium and fighter bombers 
today went al)-out in their attacks 
on enemy insts##lations in the battle 
area as wel] as communications in 
the Po Valley and along the Bren- 
niying through hi loud f 

eavy cloud for- 

mations which obscured their tar- 

gets, Liberators and Flyin: 

resses employed instruments to hit 

Regensburg tn Germany; tive Pilsen 

in Germany; the Pilsen 

Skoda- works in Czechoslovakia and 
ithe rail yards at Villach, Austria. 

While flak was relatively moder- 
ate over most of the targets, eight 
of the newest type jet-propelled 
ME-262s were encountered by the 
heavy bombers. Neither the bomb- 
ers nor the enemy fighters suf- 
fered any losses from these sporadic 
hit-and-run engagements. 

Yesterday Tactical Air Force 
fighter bombers, flying throush 
heavy clouds, which again kept the 
mediums grounded, stepped uP 
their attacks on enemy-defended 
positions and transport arteries in 
northern Italy. 

TKe Strategic Air Force ac- 
counted for more than 1,100 of the 
1,600 sorties flown by MAAF yester- 
4 From all these operations, 28 
Allied aircraft, including four heavy 
bombers, were reported missing. 


‘New British Admiral 


LONDON, Dec. 10—Admiral Sir 
Bruce A. Fraser is to be commander 
in chief of the British Pacific 
Fleet. His appointment by King 
George VI was officially announced 
tonight. Vice Ai Sir Arthur 
J. Power has been named com- 
mander in chief, East Indies Sta- 
tion and Rear Admiral C. S. Daniel 
is to be Vice Admiral (administra- 
tion) of the British Pacific Piet. 
The appointment of Admiral Fraser 
is the first indication that such & 
fleet has been formed and fulfills 
Prime Minister Ch ill’s promise 
to send the greatest possible age 
to the Far East to help beat th 
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